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A FINE SUBSCRIBER’S COPY OF THE FIRST EDITION, ON LARGE PAPER
80. [ANSON] WALTER, Richard, compiler, with Benjamin ROBINS.
A Voyage round the World…
Thick quarto, with 42 folding engraved plates and maps, very good, strong impressions of the plates; in
contemporary heavily mottled calf, joints of the binding strengthened and the original lighter coloured calf
spine laid over, gilt in compartments between raised bands with ship ornaments, crimson label; a fine, clean
and large copy. London, Printed for the Author; by John and Paul Knapton, 1748.

A beautiful copy of the genuine first edition of this voyage classic, and an
example of the rare first, de luxe and much preferred issue, with the text on
large and thick paper and the superb engravings specially printed on a thicker
paper than in the regular issue. It is one of the 350 large or ‘Royal Paper’ copies, available only to original subscribers, and confirmed as such by the asterisk
next to the name of “Sir James Dashwood, Bart.” on the List of Subscribers.
(It was his racier Dashwood cousin and contemporary, Francis, whom we
remember as the founder of the notorious Hellfire Club). This can be identified
as the first of two issues by a misprinted page number (219 instead of 319) and
the fact that the engraved plates are all in an early state before the addition of
their identifying numbers.
This special issue is distinctly superior to the less well-proportioned ordinary
paper version and generally, as here, has stronger impressions of the splendid
engravings.
Anson’s Voyage, ‘a masterpiece of descriptive travel’ (Hill), was one of the
great publishing successes of the eighteenth century. The narrative, based
on Anson’s own journal, had great popular success: for the mid-eighteenthcentury reader, it was the epitome of adventure, and it was translated into
several European languages and stayed in print through numerous editions for
many years.
Borba de Moraes, I, 32; Hill, 1817; Kroepelien, 1086; Sabin, 1625.

Provenance: Sir James Dashwood, 2nd Baronet, English politician and an
original subscriber to the Royal Paper issue (1715–1779, with armorial bookplate); F.G. Coles (Australian book collector, with bookplate); Frederick E. Ellis
(American collector, with bookplate).
$12,500 [5000309 at hordern.com] 		

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at
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THE ANSON AND WAGER ACCOUNTS IN FRENCH, BOUND TOGETHER
81. [ANSON] WALTER, Richard.
Voyage autour du Monde… [Bound with:] Voyage à la Mer du Sud…
Two works together, quarto; both title-pages printed in black and red with engraved vignettes, 34 engraved maps and plates in the first work, mostly folding; in fine condition in contemporary plain grey
boards. Geneva, H.-A. Gosse, 1750 & 1756.

Early French edition of the famous account of Anson’s voyage (there was
an Amsterdam edition, in a different French translation, the previous year),
together with the first French edition of the supplementary account of the
voyage: Bulkeley & Cummins’ narrative of the wreck of the Wager, one of
Anson’s fleet, off the coast of Chile, the survivors’ life on shore, and their
subsequent voyage in a longboat through the Straits of Magellan to Rio de
Janeiro.
Not in the catalogues of the Hill or Kroepelien collections.

$725 [5000318 at hordern.com]

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at
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EIGHT MILLION PIECES OF EIGHT
82. [ANSON] BIRMINGHAM GAZETTE
Aris’s Birmingham Gazette… No. LX…
Two-leaf newspaper, loose as issued; franked with tax stamp. Birmingham, T. Aris, Monday January 3
1743.

Original newspaper containing exciting news of Anson’s buccaneering
windfall: ‘that Commodore Anson has taken eight rich Prizes, and after
ravaging the Coast, departed about the middle of April for the East Indies;
that he has two Ships with him, and 300 men in perfect health; and that the
Spaniards generally own that he had taken to the value of Eight Million
Pieces of Eight’ (p.2, column 3); while another report (p.3 column 2) tells of
Anson’s cook, stranded on the coast of Baja California, having been taken
before the Spanish governor who persuaded him to give a true account of
the whereabouts of the fleet - but by the time vessels were sent in pursuit
Anson’s ships had already set sail for England. The newspaper contains
considerable other shipping news, much of which concerns successes by
privateers.
$265 [4403248 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

Books from a private collection: 3. English Voyage Books before Cook

THE ANONYMOUS “SQUADRON” ACCOUNT OF THE ANSON VOYAGE
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83. [ANSON] OFFICER OF THE SQUADRON, An (pseud).
A Voyage to the South Seas, and to many other parts of the world…
Octavo, with an engraved portrait frontispiece and four folding engraved plates; contemporary speckled calf, old rebacking. London, John and Paul Knapton, 1744.

The rarest of two pirated accounts of the Anson voyage to appear in print
in 1744, marking the hugely celebrated return of Anson’s voyage and
capture of the Manila treasure galleon, and predating the official narrative
by a full four years. This version, attributed to “an officer of the squadron”
is markedly rarer than the other, which is attributed to “an officer of the
fleet”. The two have often been confused: a full schedule of the points of
distinction between the two is available at hordern.com (search 4504976).
Anson’s return to England with HMS Centurion in the summer of 1744 was
the occasion of popular celebration and intense interest in the events of
his tumultuous four year voyage round the world, which had culminated
in the capture of the Manila treasure galleon. ‘After the fleet’s failure off
Toulon in February the navy stood in need of a popular triumph, and the
capture of a treasure galleon was in the public mind the next best thing
to a fleet victory. Day after day the newspapers carried reports of the
homecoming: the procession from Portsmouth to London, with thirty two
wagons laden with treasure; the feting of Anson and his men; details of the
prize money and the dispute over its allocation…’ (Williams, p. 229).

supplied by Mr Bulkeley, a warrant officer of the Wager, and a ring leader
of the mutiny; and the case was still sub judice when the book was published by “John Philips”. It must have been an instant success, for it was at
once pirated by two separate publishers …. This work … mentions names
and events not referred to in the other books of the voyage; thus filling in
gaps, sometimes important ones, in the history…’ (Sommerville pp. 314 5).
The two pirated accounts referred to by Sommerville came out quickly
afterwards. They have evident similarities, but can also be clearly distinguished one from the other, not least by the fact that one claims to be
written by “An Officer of the Fleet” and the other by “An Officer of the
Squadron”. The “Fleet” and “Squadron” accounts, as they may be referred
to, are of equal importance but, as it happens, the “Squadron” version
seems rarer than the “Fleet” version by a factor of two or three, judging
by the few appearances of either on the market. Although this printing
is noted by the Hill catalogue it is not recorded by Borba de Moraes, the
Kroepelien catalogue, or Sabin.
Hill, 1787.

$7200 [4504976 at hordern.com] 			

further analysis at

This was the background that led to a small rush of publications. First of
all, Bulkeley and Cummins’s Voyage to the South Seas came out (actually in
1743: this concerned itself with the loss of Anson’s support ship, the Wager
on the South American coast soon after the beginning of the expedition). In
1744 an account was published by ‘John Philips’ as An Authentic Journal of
the late Expedition. This was the first book-length account of the entire expedition to be printed. It is likely that ‘John Philips’, given on the title page,
was a pseudonym. ‘Possibly the reason for assuming this nom de guerre
may lie in the fact that the book contains a full account of the journey to
England of the mutineers of the Wager after their ship was wrecked; for
the author sympathises with them in their deserting their captain (Captain
David Cheap), and his remaining officers. The story of the mutineers was
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FIRST ACCOUNT OF THE FULL ANSON VOYAGE
84. [ANSON] PHILIPS, John.
An Authentic Journal of the late Expedition under… Anson.
Octavo, iv, 516 pp; contemporary panelled calf, joints neatly repaired; an excellent copy. London, Printed for J.
Robinson, 1744.

The first book-length account of the entire Anson expedition to be printed,
dating a full four years before the appearance of the official narrative in 1748
(Bulkeley and Cummins’s Voyage to the South Seas, 1743, concerns only the loss of
the support ship the Wager on the South American coast soon after the beginning
of the expedition).
Anson’s return to England with HMS Centurion in the summer of 1744 was
the occasion of huge popular celebration and intense interest in the events of
his tumultuous four-year voyage round the world, which had culminated in
the capture of the Manila treasure galleon. ‘After the fleet’s failure off Toulon
in February the navy stood in need of a popular triumph, and the capture of a
treasure galleon was in the public mind the next best thing to a fleet victory. Day
after day the newspapers carried reports of the homecoming: the procession
from Portsmouth to London, with thirty-two wagons laden with treasure; the
feting of Anson and his men; details of the prize money and the dispute over its
allocation’ (Williams, p.229).
The Philips text was rushed into print to meet this immense popular interest.
It was first issued in eight weekly parts at sixpence each: a notice in the Gentleman’s Magazine, September 1744, records it as ‘Publishing weekly, at 6d. each
no.’, which shows that it was already appearing a little more than a month
after the formal discharge of the Centurion’s crew in late July. We handled an
exceptionally rare set of the original parts in 1997: on checking the page numbers
in this copy where the parts began and ended (pp. 64, 128, 192, 256, 320, 388, and
452) we can see evidence of differing stitching between the sections, tending to
confirm the commonsense conclusion that parts were sold as printed but also
kept from the same printing to make up complete books, that is “bound from the
parts”.
Hill, 1344; Sabin, 62458; H.B.T. Sommerville, Commodore Anson’s Voyage into the South Seas and Around the World; Glyndwr
Williams, Documents relating to Anson’s voyage round the world, 1740-1744.

Provenance: Early bold signature of Sir (?) Pinchard; armorial bookplate of the
Keppel family; Rev Thomas Robert Keppel (Rector of North Creake, Norfolk;
his signature dated 1846); his eldest son Major William George Keppel of Old
Buckenham, Norfolk (printed label); Frederick E. Ellis (with his Shaw Island
bookplate); private collection (Sydney).
$5750 [4505118 at hordern.com] 		
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CIRCUMNAVIGATION AND VICTORY
85. [ANSON] PINGO, Thomas.
Copper Medal for the 1740-1744 Circumnavigation…
Copper medal, 43.3 mm., with Anson crowned by Victory at right, on the reverse Victory on hippocamp, the names of Anson’s officers around; CAMPHEL issue with ‘B’ faintly visible on ‘H’, about uncirculated, a few minor blemishes to the rims. London, Thomas Pingo, 1747.

An excellent medal, commemorating Anson’s circumnavigation and his
1747 victory at Cap Finisterre off the coast of Spain. The huge prize-money
brought back after the capture of the Manila treasure galleon, followed by
the magnificent defeat of the French navy, were achievements which spoke
enormously to popular feeling.
This medal, to commemorate Anson’s great successes, was commissioned
from Thomas Pingo (1692-1776), then assistant engraver at the Royal Mint.
On the obverse is a bust of the admiral crowned with a laurel by Victory
and the caption ‘Vict. Mai III MDCCXLVII’. The reverse bears the legend
‘Circumnavigation’ and the names of other officers on the famous journey,
themselves famous names in the British navy: Keppel, Saumarez, Saunders,
Brett, Dennis, and Campbel.
When the medal was originally issued the name of the junior officer Campbel was mis-engraved “Camphel”. The present medal is an example of the
interim state of the medal, with the ‘H’ altered to a ‘B’, but not completely
effaced. Eimer suggests that the medal was commissioned by Thomas Anson, George’s brother and himself a collector of medals. In this light, it has
plausibly been argued that the long-accepted date of production of 1747 is in
fact far too early, and that it was not until 1768, six years after Anson’s death,
that this medal was commissioned and struck.
Betts, American Colonial History Illustrated by Contemporary Medals, 382; Eimer, British Commemorative Medals, 38;
Hawkins and Grueber, Medallic Illustrations of British History, 325.

$3450 [4302372 at hordern.com] 		
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SURVIVING THE WRECK OF ANSON’S WAGER
86. BULKELEY, John and John CUMMINS.
A Voyage to the South Seas, in the Years 1740-1.
Octavo, a good copy in contemporary sprinkled sheep, rebacked. London, Jacob Robinson, 1743.

First edition of this classic story of shipwreck and survival : the gunner
and the carpenter on the doomed vessel the Wager, one of Anson’s fleet,
describe the wrecking of the ship off the coast of Chile, the survivors’ life
on shore, and their subsequent voyage in a longboat through the Straits
of Magellan to Rio de Janeiro. As Spate has remarked, “For wild drama,
or melodrama, very few tales of the sea can match this”. Bulkeley and
Cummins led the mutinous faction which refused to accompany Captain
Cheap, Byron and others northward after the shipwreck, preferring instead
to head back through the Straits of Magellan. After marooning several of
their number they finally reached safety in Brazil, whence they returned to
England, arriving some two years after the wreck.
Like Anson’s own official account of the expedition this was a popular
book and went through a number of editions. There were two editions in
the first year of publication, one as here giving the authors’ names on the
title-page and the other anonymously published.
Alden, European Americana, 743/40; Hill, 210; James Ford Bell, B603; Sabin, 9108; see also P.G. Adams, ‘Travelers and
Travel Liars’, New York, 1980, pp. 167-8.

Provenance: With the charming husband-and-wife bookplate of Arthur
& Elizabeth Holdsworth of Widdicombe House, near Dartmouth, Devon;
the Holdsworths were a mercantile family connected to the Newfoundland trade. They evidently had quite a library as the engraved armorial
bookplate has turned up on a variety of books over the years. Arthur
Holdsworth served as Governor of Dartmouth Castle from 1777 until his
death and as the MP for Dartmouth from 1780.
$4250 [5000356 at hordern.com]
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PATAGONIAN GIANTS AND CLAIMING THE FALKLANDS
87. [BYRON] CLERKE, Charles (attributed).
A Voyage round the World, in His Majesty’s Ship the Dolphin…
Octavo, with three engraved plates; contemporary marbled calf. London, Printed for J. Newbery… and F. Newbery,
1767.

A very fine copy of one of the major accounts of a pre-Cook voyage in search of Terra
Australis. This is the second edition of the first published account of the voyage
of the Dolphin, which set out in 1764 under the command of “Foul-Weather Jack”
Byron to make discoveries in the South Seas: she was specially fitted for the voyage
and was the first vessel in the English Navy to be sheathed in copper. It was a swift
circumnavigation and probably helped to persuade the Admiralty to commission
Cook’s first voyage. It also established British territorial claims to the Falklands, in
successful competition with the competing interests of France (as the Iles Malouines)
and Argentina (Islas Malvinas).
The official account of the Dolphin voyage is contained in the first volume of the
Hawkesworth collection, published six years later than this, and better known
for its official account of Cook’s first voyage; like the surreptitious accounts of the
three Cook voyages, this narrative by Clerke easily won the race to publication but
remained anonymous to circumvent Admiralty rulings about the commercial use
of shipboard journals. Clerke was to sail on all three of Cook’s voyages, eventually
taking command of the third voyage after Cook’s death; he died in Kamchatka during
the later part of the voyage.
Byron’s expedition was an important precursor of the voyages of Wallis, Carteret and
Cook, but its immediate contemporary impact was the sensation created by rumours
of Patagonian giants encountered by the expedition. These tall stories gained currency from a report sent in jest by Clerke to the Royal Society (and printed in the
Philosophical Transactions for 1767), and from a similar account published in this book.
Extraordinarily, the stories seem to have been encouraged by the British government
to divert attention from Byron’s taking possession of the Falklands, politically the
most sensitive and controversial aspect of his voyage. The amusing affair of the
Patagonian giants embroiled many great figures of the Enlightenment including
Voltaire (see discussion by Helen Wallis in Byron’s Journal, ed. Gallagher, appendix
III, and by P.G. Adams, Travelers and Travel Liars, ch. II).
Borba de Moraes, p. 138; Hill, 311; Kroepelien, 152; O’Reilly-Reitman, 241.

$4850 [5000300 at hordern.com] 			
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THE TOWERING PATAGONIANS
88. [BYRON] CLERKE, Charles.
Viaggio Intorno al Mondo…
Square octavo, engraved frontispiece, 4, 152 pp., untrimmed, in plain modern boards. Firenze, Giuseppe Allegrini,
1768.

Uncommon contemporary Italian edition of the famous account of Byron’s
circumnavigation by Charles Clerke. As would be expected, the edition includes
an excellent new version of the famous frontispiece of an English sailor offering
a towering Patagonian couple a biscuit. First published in London in 1767, and
quickly followed by a French translation, this Italian edition is very scarce. It would
appear to be based on the first London edition (because it does not include a short
appendix that was included in the second London edition, also of 1767).
This famous unauthorised account of “Foul-Weather Jack” Byron’s command of the
Dolphin on the 1764-66 circumnavigation of the globe was published anonymously
but is usually attributed to midshipman Charles Clerke who later sailed on all three
of Cook’s voyages. Byron’s voyage to the Pacific was the first major English voyage
in the region since Anson, and would become the first part of Hawkesworth’s
famous compendium of South Sea voyages. This account became the basis for a
dozen or more European editions and translations over the next twenty years.
Clerke later served with Captain Cook on all three of his voyages, succeeding
him as commander of the third voyage but shortly after dying of tuberculosis at
Petropavlovsk in August 1779.
Byron’s expedition was an important precursor to the voyages of Wallis, Carteret
and Cook, but its immediate contemporary impact was the sensation created by rumours of Patagonian giants encountered by the expedition. These tall stories gained
currency from a report sent in jest by Clerke to the Royal Society (and printed in
the Philosophical Transactions for 1767), and from a similar account published in
this book. Extraordinarily, the stories seem to have been encouraged by the British
government to divert attention from Byron’s taking possession of the Falklands
(Malvinas), politically the most sensitive and controversial aspect of his voyage.
Hill, 311-2 (English and French editions only); O’Reilly-Reitman, 243.

$1850 [4305431 at hordern.com] 			
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WRECKED IN FORLORN PATAGONIA
89. BYRON, John.
The Narrative of the Honourable John Byron.
Octavo, with an engraved frontispiece, original sprinkled calf, at some time rebacked, with triple labels.
London, S. Baker and G. Leigh… and T. Davies, 1768.

‘Admiral Byron’s narrative of the loss of the Wager is one of the most thrilling
accounts in the language, and supplied his illustrious descendant with many
particulars for the shipwreck in Don Juan’ (Sabin). Byron, later a noted Pacific
explorer in his own right, and eventually governor of Newfoundland, was
known as “foul weather Jack”; he was a midshipman aboard the Wager and
his narrative provides a notable supplement to the main account of Anson’s
voyage.
This is the second of two editions published in 1768, of what proved to be a
very popular account. Byron describes ‘pillaging, treachery, and murder by
the crew, most of whom claimed that since their pay ceased the moment the
ship was lost they were no longer subject to military discipline and it was
every man for himself. It told of Byron’s own living off the sea, without shelter
or clothing, on the ‘most unprofitable spot on the globe of the earth’; of his
going without a full meal for thirteen months; of his living three years in the
lands of the Spaniards… and of his eventual return to England… almost five
years after the shipwreck’ (R.E. Gallagher, Byron’s Journal, Hakluyt Society,
1964).
It was for this Byron (and not for the poet as was long assumed) that Cook
named Byron Bay on the north coast of New South Wales.
Hill, 233; Sabin, 9730.

Provenance: Thomas Smyth (armorial bookplate with motto: “Quod Sit Meritus Ferat”: Chilton Books point out that Burke’s peerage lists a similar crest for
the Smyth family of Henlow, Bedfordshire).
$2750 [5000389 at hordern.com] 		

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at

Books from a private collection: 3. English Voyage Books before Cook

CORE NAVAL HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN
90. CAMPBELL, John.
Lives of the Admirals, and other eminent British Seamen…
Four volumes, octavo, with a number of oval portraits of naval figures, and six folding engraved maps,
contemporary calf binding, spines gilt in compartments between raised bands, red edges. London, T.
Osborne [etc], 1761.

Third edition: a really attractive set of a good early edition of this standard
work, a comprehensive naval history of Great Britain first published in the
1740s, which remained in print in various forms until the late nineteenth
century. Campbell was quite admired by Dr. Johnson. He told Boswell
that he once drank thirteen bottles of port at a sitting (hard to imagine him
standing), and Johnson commented approvingly that ‘he has not been in
the inside of a church for many years; but he never passes a church without
pulling off his hat. This shows that he has good principles.’
Most copies of Campbell’s Lives were read to bits, to judge by the poor
condition usually ecountered. The maps by Thomas Jefferys comprise the
following: Europe, Africa, Madagascar & Zanzibar, Asia, North America
and South America.
$2400 [2212532 at hordern.com]
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THE FIRST ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST ENGLISH LANDING ON THE AUSTRALIAN MAINLAND
91. DAMPIER, William.
A New Voyage round the World… Illustrated with particular maps and draughts.
Octavo, with four large folding engraved maps and one single-page; contemporary panelled calf, neatly rebacked to
style. London, James Knapton, 1697.

A very good copy of this scarce and important book: this is the second edition of this
classic, corrected from the first edition of the same year. Both editions are remarkably
rare on the market in anything approaching decent condition.
In 1688, “being now clear of all the Islands, we stood off South, intending to touch at
New Holland, a part of Terra Australis Incognita, to see what the country would afford us…”. The first deliberate English voyage to New Holland, this was one of very
few classic pre-Cook voyages to the western side of the continent. Dampier became
the first Englishman to set foot on the mainland, arriving at the entrance of King
Sound on the northwest coast in January 1688 aboard the English pirate ship Cygnet.
At the time he wrote prophetically, ‘New Holland is a very large tract of Land. It is
not yet determined whether it is an Island or a main Continent; but I am certain that
it joyns neither to Asia, Africa, nor America…’ (p. 463).
The Cygnet spent over two months moored off the west coast of Australia, and during
that time Dampier made extensive contact with the local Aboriginal population,
although his descriptions of them are largely derogatory. He describes the local
vegetation, fauna and topography in some detail, and makes several references to the
total lack of fresh water.
Throughout his travels Dampier kept detailed journals; on his return to London the
contents of the journals were edited and published as the present work, which found
immediate popularity. First and second editions appeared in the same year, and over
the next three decades a further five editions appeared from the publisher Knapton.
The publication of Dampier’s journals served an additional purpose: his diligent
observations convinced the Admiralty of the credibility of this renowned buccaneer,
and they later granted him the ship HMS Roebuck, to carry out a voyage of exploration to New Holland.
Widely regarded as the greatest English explorer and navigator before Cook,
Dampier was also a popular and exciting writer, and his books have remained in
print in one form or another since the late-seventeenth century. The catalogue of the
Hill collection also describes this second edition of the classic.
Borba de Moraes, p. 242; European Americana, 697/50; Hill, 417; Sabin, 18374; Wing, D162.

Provenance: William Acton (his signature dated 1726 on the title-page).
$9000 [5000376 at hordern.com] 			
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DAMPIER COMPLETE TO DATE IN FRENCH, WITH FINE ENGRAVINGS
92. DAMPIER, William.
Voyage autour du monde… aux Terres Australes… [etc.]…
Four volumes, small octavo, with 14 maps, all folding, and 24 engravings, 16 f the folding; contemporary
French calf, spines gilt in compartments between raised bands, a very nice set. Amsterdam, Paul Marret,
1701-1705.

A most attractive set of this early translation of Dampier’s first four of five
works. which had been published in English between 1697 and 1703. The
first three volumes in this French-language version were published in 1701,
with the fourth volume here dated 1705. The set thus precedes by four years
Dampier’s final, 1709, work “A Continuation of a Voyage”.
Sabin, 18382.

$3800 [5000397 at hordern.com] 		
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A BEAUTIFUL SET OF THE FIRST FULL COLLECTION OF DAMPIER TO INCLUDE THE RELATED ACCOUNTS
93. DAMPIER, William.
Nouveau voyage autour du Monde…
Five volumes, small octavo, with a total of 34 engraved maps, coastal profiles and harbour plans (12
folding) and 32 plates (13 folding) including engraved title pages and frontispiece for volume I-III;
contemporary French mottled calf, banded spines richly gilt, crimson morocco labels. Rouen, Robert
Machuel le jeune & Eustache Herault, 1715.

Rare: a very fine and attractive set of the first collected edition of Dampier
in any language to include the related accounts of Cowley, Sharp and
Wood. Most of the maps, coastal profiles, and natural history plates are
accurate copies of the English originals, but this edition is notable for the
addition of a small series of newly engraved views (perhaps based on the
Dutch edition Nieuwe reystogt rondom de werreld, published between 1698
and 1704).
Borba de Moraes noted that part of the edition was printed by Robert
Machuel and part by Eustache Herault.
Borba de Moraes, I, pp. 205-206; Sabin, 18383.

Provenance: Engraved armorial bookplate in each volume “Ex libris de la
Villeneuve”.
$4850 [4003698 at hordern.com]
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EMANUEL BOWEN MAP OF DAMPIER’S DISCOVERIES
94. [DAMPIER] BOWEN, Emanuel (engraver).
A Map of the Discoveries Made by Captn. Willm. Dampier…
Engraved chart measuring 245 x 410 mm. (sheet size). London, John Harris, 1744.

The fine Bowen map of William Dampier’s discoveries along the Papuan
coastline and adjacent islands. Dampier sailed in the Roebuck in January of
1699, landing in Shark Bay, Western Australia in July of that year, before
going on to explore the Papuan coastline in some detail. This map charts
the path of the Roebuck from Timor to the large islands to the northeast of
New Guinea named New Britain by Dampier. The voyage of the Roebuck is
one of the most significant expeditions to the region, but was disastrous for
Dampier, especially after the vessel, rotten and leaking badly for much of
the voyage, finally foundered at Ascension Island.
This fine map was engraved by Emanuel Bowen (1694-1767), one of the
pre-eminent English cartographic printers of his era and geographer to
both King George II and Louis XV. Bowen drew upon a wide range of
materials to ensure the accuracy of his work, attracting commissions from
many of the leading hydrographers of the day. Widely respected for the
skill, accuracy and beauty of his maps, ‘Bowen’s contribution to eighteenthcentury world and British atlases was substantial’ (ODNB). Bowen is
famous for his map of the Southern Continent published by Harris in 1744,
the same anthology for which the present map was prepared.
Bowen’s work was characterised by its ornate rococo engraving and
detailed text passages that surrounded the cartographic detail. This map
of Dampier’s discoveries is no exception, and features a lively text on the
inhabitants of New Guinea and speculations about the wealth and wonders
awaiting future explorers of the region. One section reads ‘The inhabitants
are generally speaking Blacks, but there is a Nation of Whites seated in one
part of it whom some have suspected to be a remnant of the Ten Tribes of
Israel, who were carried into captivity by the Assyrians… the inhabitants
of the Moluccas are known to trade with the people of this Country for
Gold and Spices which sufficiently demonstrates that it is well worth the
discovering.’
$950 [4107419 at hordern.com]
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UNHAPPY ACCOUNT OF AN UNHAPPY VOYAGE
95. FUNNELL, William.
A Voyage Round the World.
Octavo, with five folding maps (one with small repair) and ten engraved plates; contemporary lightly panelled calf, very well rebacked. London, W. Botham, for James Knapton, 1707.

First edition of this important contemporary account of an early circumnavigation of the globe in which William Dampier’s mate rushes (or is rushed by
a publisher) into print: Funnell’s narrative is an essential component of the
Dampier voyage canon (‘the only Narrative which has been published of the
Voyage of the Saint George and Cinque Ports’ wrote Burney), and was later
incorporated into Dampier’s collected voyages. At the time of publication,
however, it incensed Dampier so much that he published his single-sheet
refutation, A Vindication. Funnell is certainly not generous to Dampier:
although he shows grudging respect for his captain’s earlier mapping of
the region, he charges him with frequent drunkenness, foul and abusive
language, oppressing his crew, and gross cowardice.
Funnell shipped on the St. George as steward and afterwards Dampier’s mate,
on a voyage designed to ‘harass the Spaniards and take plunder from vessels
and towns in South America’ (Hill). The unhappy voyage was marred by
almost continuous quarrelling among the captains and crew, including a
series of desertions and mutinies. Funnell was one of the thirty-four of the
original crew who left Dampier in Amapalla Bay and sailed on the recently
taken prize-ship the Saint John. The ship was impounded at Amboyna by the
Dutch and Funnell, together with the remaining crew, was embarked on the
next Dutch fleet for Europe. Dampier returned to Peru and thence the Indies
where he was also temporarily imprisoned by the Dutch.
As a result, Funnell completed the circumnavigation (albeit by relay), and
returned to England well before his captain. Dampier’s own publisher
Knapton rushed Funnell’s narrative quickly into print. Burney criticises the
mercenary motives of Knapton in publishing what was essentially ‘A fourth
volume… which contains not a word of Dampier’s writing; but much that
he disapproved’. Whilst Dampier’s temper has long been questioned, surely
Burney’s summation of this publication is apt: it ‘could not have fallen into
worse hands than those of Funnell. Besides being extremely ignorant, he was
void of regard or respect for veracity’.
Borba de Moraes, I:333-4; Davidson, ‘A Book Collector’s Notes’, p. 33; Hill, 664; Sabin, 26213.

$7850 [4505112 at hordern.com] 		
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IMPORTANT ACCOUNT OF EAST INDIES MERCANTILE ACTIVITIES
96. HAMILTON, Alexander.
A New Account of the East Indies…
Two volumes, quarto, with plates and maps; uncut and partly unopened in original quarter vellum. London, Argonaut Press, 1930.

One of only 975 copies of this excellent re-edition of a rare account, first
printed in 1727, and ‘One of the most valuable first-hand histories of English
merchant shipping in the Indian Ocean and East Indies…’ (Howgego).
Hamilton described himself as ‘having a rambling mind and a fortune too
narrow to allow him to travel like a gentleman’ (DNB). By his own account,
he left for the East Indies in 1688 and did not return until 1723, being variously employed as captain or cargo of a great variety of ships, in which
capacities he visited, it is said, every port between the Cape and Canton.
Rambling, anecdotal, and, as Hamilton himself frankly admits, ‘occasionally
untrustworthy’, this account of the East Indies is one of the rarest and most
delightful general histories of the Orient: ‘in the charm of its naive simplicity,
perfect honesty, with some similarity of subject in its account of the manners
and history of people little known, offers a closer parallel to the history of
Herodotus than perhaps any other in modern literature…’ (DNB).
$400 [5000544 at hordern.com] 		
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“TO MAKE A PERFECT DISCOVERY OF ALL THOSE PARTS, WHERE I SHOLD ARRIVE”
97. HAWKINS, Sir Richard. C.R.D. BETHUNE, Editor.
The Observations… in his voyage into the South Sea in the year 1593.
Octavo, a good copy in old half black morocco, spine gilt between raised bands. London, The Hakluyt
Society (First Series, Number 1), 1847.

Very scarce: the Hakluyt Society’s annotated reprint of the original account
(1622) of one of the most famous English voyages, Hawkins’s voyage of
1593 into the South Sea “to make a perfect discovery of all those parts,
where I shold arrive, as well knowne as unknowne, with their longitudes
and latitudes; the lying of their coasts; their head-lands; their ports, and
bayes; their citties, townes, and peoplings; their manner of government;
with the commodities which the countries yeelded, and of which they
have want, and are in necessitie”. “It deserves its fame, for no other book
of the time provides us with a clearer idea of the events and undertakings
of a maritime expedition at the end of the sixteenth century. Sir Richard
Hawkins was not only an experienced sailor, but also a man of culture and
an acute observer. His book is still read today with great interest and true
pleasure” (Borba de Moraes).
This was the very first of the Hakluyt Society’s famous series of publications, which continues to this day.
$885 [5000407 at hordern.com]
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“THE TRADE AND HONOUR OF THIS KINGDOM”
98. [LONGITUDE] PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN.
An Act for… making Experiments of Proposals made for discovering the
Longitude.
Folio, title, pp. 675-678; disbound yet fine. London, Mark Baskett, 1762.

Parliamentary Act empowering the Commissioners of Longitude to spend
up to £2,000 on experimental projects. As such, it significantly expands the
scope of the Board to rigorously test plausible proposals from a wide range
of applicants. This large experimental budget accommodated the Jamaica
trial of Harrison’s chronometer while providing widespread impetus to other
contenders. The language of the Act reflects contemporary confidence in
the capacity of science to overcome the age-old riddle: ‘there is great reason
to expect that, by continuing to encourage ingenious Persons to invent and
make further improvements and experiments, in order to discover the said
Longitude, such discoveries may at length be produced and as will effectively
answer that end, and thereby contribute very much to the advantage of the
Trade and Honour of this Kingdom…’.
$450 [3801451 at hordern.com] 		
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FOR PAYMENTS UP TO £2000 TO WORTHY CONTENDERS
99. [LONGITUDE] PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN.
An Act for… making Experiments of Proposals made for discovering the
Longitude.
Folio, title, pp. 271-274; disbound yet fine. London, Mark Baskett, 1765.

Parliamentary Act to clarify the process of paying out prize monies for
experiments in establishing Longitude, stipulating that the Commissioners
of the Board of Longitude are to pass on the particulars of any successful
individual to the Commissioners of the Navy to arrange payment through
the Naval treasurer. This process is for sums up to £2000: greater amounts
require parliamentary approval.
$300 [3801452 at hordern.com]
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CAPTURING THE MANILA GALLEON, AND RESCUING ROBINSON CRUSOE
100. ROGERS, Captain Woodes.
A Cruising Voyage round the World…
Octavo, with a folding world map as frontispiece and four others covering the Pacific coast from Mexico to Chile; contemporary panelled calf, rebacked. London, Andrew Bell… and Bernard Lintot, 1718.

Second edition of this classic account of the privateering voyage planned by
Rogers on the proposal of William Dampier, who served as pilot. The threeyear expedition crossed the Pacific to Asia, captured several vessels including the Manila galleon at Puerto Seguro, and brought back the marooned
Alexander Selkirk from Juan Fernández Island. It was this famous rescue,
of course, that provided Rogers’s friend Daniel Defoe with the plot for
Robinson Crusoe. One of the more successful such voyages, Rogers returned
as a national hero and almost everyone came home safely, though Rogers’s
own brother had been killed in a skirmish. It was reported that the original
investors in the venture doubled their money, though the crew joined to
sue Rogers claiming their fair share of the profits. Rogers was forced into
bankruptcy.
The public was fascinated by the story and his description of the adventurous voyage sold well, going through four editions; it also appears in the
1729 collected edition of Dampier’s voyages. The early editions are all
scarce. This is the true second edition, though a later printing in 1726 falsely
claimed to be the second. Pp. 279-312 contain an important early description
of California.
Borba de Moraes, p. 744; Cowan, p. 540; Hill, 1479-80 (different editions); NMM, Piracy & Privateering, 472; Sabin, 72754.

Provenance: Frederick E. Ellis (American collector, with bookplate and
ownership signature).
$5500 [5000328 at hordern.com] 		
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COLERIDGE’S ANCIENT MARINER AND THE TERRIBLE VOYAGE CURSED BY THE ALBATROSS
101. SHELVOCKE, George.
A Voyage Round the World by way of the Great South Sea, perform’d in a
private Expedition…
Octavo, with a folding world map as frontispiece and three engraved plates, two of them folding; contemporary calf, well rebacked; a good copy. London, W. Innys… and J. Richardson, 1757.

Second and best edition, revised by Shelvocke’s son, the various additions
extending the text by eight pages, and “much better printed” (Borba de
Moraes), although in this copy at least the vignette at the head of the preface
has been printed upside-down.
This controversial narrative was originally written by the buccaneer Shelvocke
to defend himself against charges of piracy and embezzlement. It is the direct
source for Coleridge’s ‘Rime of the Ancient Mariner’: Wordsworth pointed
out to Coleridge the anecdote of a sailor killing an albatross, thus condemning
the ship to a terrible polar passage.
“On the map of the world, California is shown as an island. Two of the plates
represent male and female inhabitants of California. Shelvocke has the fullest
account of California, the natives and other features, of any of the old voyagers. Gold-dust was discovered by the party in such abundance, or so they
claimed, that they were “prejudiced against the thought that this metal should
be so promiscuously and universally mingled with the common earth”, but
the specimens they brought away were lost…” (Cowan).
Borba de Moraes, p. 796; Cowan, pp. 581-2; Sabin, 80159.

Provenance: Frederick E. Ellis (American collector, with bookplate and ownership signature).
$4400 [5000330 at hordern.com] 		
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A HABERDASHER’S COPY OF A MATHS TEACHER’S VOYAGE ACCOUNT
102. THOMAS, Pascoe.
A True and Impartial Journal of a Voyage to the South-Seas…
Octavo, contemporary panelled calf, slightly rubbed, neatly respined.S. Birt, 1745.

First edition of this private account of Anson’s famous voyage. The intense
public interest in the return of Anson and HMS Centurion to England in late
1744 resulted in the publication of several books on the voyage, though the
official account would not appear in print until four years later. This very
scarce book is an important alternative account of the voyage by the ‘teacher
of mathematicks on board the Centurion’, based on his diary kept during
the voyage. The appendix contains a table of longitudes and latitudes
which, as the lengthy title-page tells us, is based on original observations
or ‘(where those are wanting) from the best printed books and manuscripts
taken from the Spaniards in this expedition…’! Other things taken from the
Spanish included the treasure of the Nuestra Signora del Buono Carmella, a full
account of which also appears in the appendix.
The list of subscribers (accounting for 397 copies) includes a good many fellow voyagers, many at ports or coastal towns, whose names and professions
are duly noted, and demonstrates a lack of noble patronage.
Hill, 1693; Sabin, 95437; Streeter, 2402.

Provenance: Samuel Peach of Tockington House, on the banks of the Severn
near Bristol (with his armorial bookplate; he was a haberdasher who made
good); old bookseller’s ticket of Angus & Robertson Sydney; private collection.
$4400 [5000459 at hordern.com]
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