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The Valley of Reason in rural New South Wales
34. [AGUIAR, Vasco José de].
Viagem ao interior da Nova Hollanda, obra moral, critica e recreativa…
Three volumes bound in one, small octavo; some wear to the edges of the boards and a library
reference at head of spine, an attractive copy in contemporary quarter calf. Lisbon, Vicente Jorge de
Castro, 1841.

Rare: an unusually good copy of this intriguing imaginary voyage to
Australia in the 1830s, and a most uncommon example of any utopian
fiction published in Portugal.
Written at a time of unrest in the Portuguese-speaking world, and not coincidentally at a time when rumours of vast fortunes being made in Australia
abounded, this story tells the detailed history of the manservant to a Lord
who travelled from Liverpool to New South Wales in 1836, where he is
dazzled by the beauties of nature and society alike, culminating in his visit
to the utopian ‘Vale da Razão’ (Valley of Reason), run by a grand council of
men and women ‘free from the vices of the old world’ (Ferguson).
The author was the little-known public servant Vasco José de Aguiar
(died October 1855), secretary of the Conselho de Saude Publica do Reino
(Public Health Board) in Lisbon with an interest in voyage literature; he
also published a collection of stories under the title Verdades Sonhadas (True
Dreams), which included an important piece of early science fiction. In the
present work Aguiar breaks with tradition by stressing the fiction of the
account in his introduction: perhaps he was made aware of the irony of
publishing this glowing picture of Australian life just as the depression of
the 1840s really started to bite.
Innocêncio, VII, 405; Ferguson 3133; Hill, 6.

$1425 [3005354 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at
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An underground classic of sexual adventuring
35. ARTUS, Thomas, Sieur d’Embry.
Description de l’Isle des Hermaphrodites Nouvellement Découverte…
Octavo, with an engraved frontispiece; a very good copy in contemporary calf, slightly rubbed, spine
banded and gilt, red morocco label. Cologne, Herman Demen, 1724.

Rare, with the wonderful engraved frontispiece depicting one of the
island’s cross-dressing courtiers, from a world in which various evils are
‘ironically depicted as admirable’ (Gibson).
The work was first published in 1605, the era of Montaigne (died 1592)
and Shakespeare, and it is therefore not surprising that it shared their
fascination with the new world, although it clearly owes most of its inspiration to the granddaddy of the imaginary voyage genre, Thomas More’s
Utopia. The narrator of the tale tells of his shipwreck and how he had
washed up on a floating island where he was privileged to be allowed an
intimate glimpse of an hermaphrodite world. As Atkinson comments, it is
important for its attempt to create ‘a realistic setting, based upon accounts
of genuine voyages’ and is thought to be the earliest major utopian fiction
written in French. This second edition of 1724, as a result, is testament to
the reinvigoration of the imaginary voyage tradition taking place in the
early eighteenth century. A series of editions followed.
Little is known about the author, except that he came from a noble Parisian
family.
Barbier, I, p. 893; Gibson, ‘St. Thomas More… with a Bibliography of Utopiana’, 610; Negley, 44.

$3200 [5000472 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at
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A Japanese utopia by a French woman writer living in London
36. BEAUMONT, Madame Marie-Jeanne Leprince de.
Civan, Roi de Bungo, Histoire Japonnaise…
Two volumes, small octavo; a neat set in contemporary calf, flat spines gilt in compartments. Londres,
Jean Nourse, 1758.

A rare utopia set in Japan, depicting a land of serenity and good government in the fictional but well-contrived kingdom of “Bungo”: the novel
is considered an early example of the use of exotic Eastern settings in
European literature.
The work was ostensibly published as a roman d’éducation for the teenaged
Joseph II, Holy Roman Emperor, scion of the House of Hapsburg-Lorraine
and Marie-Antoinette’s brother. Marie-Jeanne Leprince de Beaumont (17111780) was a prolific writer known for her religious and moral books, who
lived and worked for several years in London from 1748 (meaning that
the Nourse imprint here is likely genuine). During her English sojourn she
gained some fame for adapting Barbot de Villeneuve’s version of Beauty
and the Beast and being a regular contributor to several English magazines
and journals. From faraway London she dedicated Civan to Prince Joseph
as a guide to his interactions with foreigners (one wonders whether he took
it much to heart, given both his famous embrace of the Enlightenment but
also the way in which his policies ultimately led to the increased isolation
of his Austrian kingdom).
This is the second edition, following a 1754 version by the same publisher:
both are uncommon.
Barbier, I, p. 611.

$1600 [3006524 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at
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An operatic hit: living on the Moon is just like rural France (in a good way)
37. [BEFFROY DE REIGNY, Louis-Abel].
Nicodème dans la Lune…
Octavo; original condition, stitched in plain blue-grey wrappers. Paris, l’Auteur, 1791.

First edition of one of the most popular operas of the Revolution, depicting
the down-trodden villagers of the Moon after the arrival of the glamorous
aviator Nicodème, bringing news of events in France via Montgolfier balloon.
This was an era of tremendous advances in stagecraft, as the theatres of Paris
and London vied with each other for the most stupendous effects, which
makes it surprising that Beffroy’s lunar setting and the use of space travel by
hot-air balloon is actually highly unusual.
Beffroy de Reigny (1757-1811) was a successful journalist and dramatist,
usually writing under the nom-de-plume of “Cousin Jacques.” His most
important works were written in the period immediately succeeding the
French revolution, and he was fond of using lunar society to satirise the
French, as can be seen in his burlesque journal Les Lunes and its successor the
Courrier des planètes.
This is one of several Paris editions of the same year (another appeared in
Avignon, and a ‘third’ edition of 1797 is also recorded, the last with subtle
but pessimistic changes to the text). As the title confirms, the opera was first
performed in November 1790, running for over four hundred performances.
Negley, 73.

$985 [3005370 at hordern.com]		
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see description and illustrations at
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Eternal life on the planet Mercury
38. [BETHUNE, Le Chevalier de]
Relation du Monde de Mercure.
Two volumes, engraved frontispiece in first volume, printer’s device on title pages and manuscript attribution to Béthune; a good copy in contemporary mottled calf, double labels. Geneva, Barillot & Fils,
1750.

First edition, uncommon, especially in such good original condition. This is
one of only a handful of major works from the eighteenth century to push
the imaginary voyage tradition into what is now its natural home, space
travel.
The narrative is set on the planet Mercury amongst a race of tiny winged
beings ‘ruled by benevolent, almost immaterial beings from the sun’
(Gibson). The utopian world that these little creatures inhabit is revealed
by a master of the Rosicrucians (‘je suis un Rosecroix’) who has been given
insights into the planets that even the greatest astronomers have missed (or
so the preface has it).
The work was printed anonymously in 1750 and, apart from its inclusion
in Charles Garnier’s Voyages Imaginaires, never reprinted. The shadowy
Chevalier de Béthune who is thought to have been the anonymous author
remains largely unknown, despite the early work of the bibliographer
Barbier and more recent investigations by Ray Howgego. At this stage the
most likely contender remains a certain Chevalier de Béthune, member of
the Académie des Belles Lettres, who tutored metaphysics to the young
Prince Louis Philippe d’Orléans, duc de Chartres: if nothing else, this
Chevalier is known to have had a fascination with the mystical and the
supernatural.
Barbier, IV, p. 225; Gibson, ‘St. Thomas More… with a Bibliography of Utopiana’, 626; Negley, 100.

$8200 [5000469 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at
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Voyaging in the Indian Ocean: reimagining the VOC
39. BIERVILLAS, Innigo de [pseudonym of Abbé Saunier de

Beaumont].
Voyage d’Innigo de Biervillas, Portugais, à la côte de Malabar, Goa, Batavia,
& autres lieux des Indes Orientales…
Duodecimo, two volumes in one; old owner’s notes on front endpaper; contemporary French calf,
bookplates; slight wear to the spine but a good copy. Paris, Gregoire Antoine Dupuis, 1736.

Rare first edition, without doubt one of the most important works to take on
the VOC and European voyages to the East Indies, and a book famous for its
verisimilitude.
In the tale a Portuguese sailor leaves Lisbon on the rather beautifully-named
Notre-Dame des Neiges, en route for an extensive reconnaissance of much
of south-east Asia. The account of rounding the Cape of Good Hope is
told with splendid verve, but is topped by his wild adventures ashore,
especially in the realm of a Chinese Princess. A great deal of the work deals
with his substantial visit to Batavia, the great entrepôt of the time, all of it
written with such accuracy that it is obvious that the author was extremely
well-versed in the subject, also meaning that this has not uncommonly been
confused for genuine reportage. The anonymous author is now accepted to
have been the Abbé Saunier de Beaumont (Sieur de Crouzenac), a muchpublished essayist and historian.
Barbier, IV, 1064; Gove, p. 293; Quérard, VIII, 470.

Provenance: Biblioteca Pirucho (owner’s stamp on verso of title-page);
Eduardo Obejero Urquiza (Argentine collector, with bookplate).
$2100 [5000284 at hordern.com]		
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see description and illustrations at
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Half-way between Utopia and the South Land
40. [BLANES, Henri Barthelemy de (or Claude PARFAICT)].
Neraïr et Melhoé, conte ou histoire. Ouvrage orné de disgressions.
Two volumes, small octavo; contemporary French mottled calf, spines gilt compartments with double
labels. Paris?, Chez rue a l’enseigne, n.d. but probably 1740.

Very rare: a southern hemisphere utopia set on the island of Zinzinard,
midway between Utopia and the Land of the Severambes (the imaginary
kingdom of Vairasse, set in the Great South Land). This location is more
knowing than exact, but the author was clearly encouraging his readers to
believe place his world of fairies and courtiers was in the further reaches of
the Indian Ocean.
The work is uncommon enough to have been missed by most of the
standard bibliographers. Continued research by Ray Howgego and others
has all but proven that this is the first edition, probably published in 1740
(and not later than 1744). It was clearly something of an underground
classic, published in several editions, including a German translation (1747)
and, slightly altered, with the new title Le Miroir, ou histoire griguenodine
in a bogus Venice imprint which was vigorously suppressed. To be fair,
at this distance, precisely which aspect of the novel annoyed the censor
seems hard to discern. The authorship remains speculative, but the most
likely contender remains the cavalry officer Henri Barthélemy de Blanes
(c.1707-1754), although this does not particularly explain the curious note
on the title-page to the effect that it was written when the author was aged
60 years old.
Barbier, III, p. 410; NUC lists 2 copies, ICN (1747) & CTY (1761).

Provenance: With the bookplate of Robert Garrisson.
$2400 [3005377 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at
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An adventurer in Japan infuriates the government of France
41. [CAHUSAC, Louis de].
Grigri, Histoire véritable…
Two volumes in one, duodecimo, first title lightly stained and with an early ms attribution to ‘Cahusac’;
in old dark blue paper boards, red leather label. Nangazaki [Paris], “de l’imprimerie Klnporzenkru,” in
the year 59749, [i.e. 1749].

Rare: a minor classic, this is the wonderfully-contrived “Nagasaki” edition
(actually Paris, of course) of this popular and inventive fiction, a work
which enraged the authorities in France, presumably because this “true
history” of the adventures of Grigri and the Portuguese missionaries to
Japan was patently a satire on the shortcomings of contemporary France.
Louis de Cahusac (1706-1759) was a successful playwright, famous as
the long-suffering librettist for Rameau, specialising on highly exotic
themes (Zoroastre; La naissance d’Osiris, and so on). De Cahusac was very in
demand at mid-century, contributing articles to the Encyclopédie and being
elected to the Academy of science and literature in Berlin, which presumably explains why this witty utopia largely set on the charming island of
‘Fortunée’ was energetically suppressed.
Ray Howgego has recently traced the publishing history of this book. He
states that the work was written in 1744, published the following year
in Paris and immediately burnt by the state police. Printing shifted to
“Amsterdam” (as usual) for a second 1745 edition, meaning that this was
actually the third of 1749 (Ray Howgego, private correspondence). The
most charming aspect of this chequered history is that the publisher here
mocks the censors by announcing prominently on the title-page that this
will be the ‘final edition, less correct than previous versions.’
Barbier, II, p. 575.

$1400 [3006527 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at
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Across Egypt with blind Tiresias
42. CHASTENET, François Jacques de (attributed to).
Azémor ou Tableau des Moeurs et Coutumes du Pays de Solamir.
Two volumes, duodecimo; contemporary French quarter calf. Paris, Chez les Libraires Associes, 1787.

First and only edition: a rare account of a utopian kingdom reached by
crossing Egypt to the south, one of the last such classical imaginary voyages
published under the ancien régime.
Unusually detailed and clearly the product of a thorough grounding in
Greek literature, the novel recounts the African travels of young Azémor
and his tutor Tiresias to a land where the vices of the world have never
taken hold and where the people live in a state of harmonious peace,
completely unlike the barbarous Americans. The title-page only gives the
author’s name as “M. de. P.” now usually considered to have been the
French soldier, historian and military tactician François Jacques Maximilien
de Chastenet (1716-1782), marquis de Puységur. A career soldier with a
small suite of tactical and political works to his name, his foray into imaginary voyaging comes as something of a surprise, but rests largely on his
presumed authorship of Considerations sur l’influence des moeurs, dans l’état
militaire des nations (1788), which is noted as ‘by the author of Azémor.’ The
two works certainly go together (both show an expertise in classical Greece)
but it is surprising that the publishers apparently sat on both for so long
after de Chastenet’s death in 1782.
Certainly the work is very rare, as can be guessed by the fact that it is one of
the few eighteenth-century works missed by Gove. Only a handful of copies
are listed in some of the grander northern hemisphere libraries.
Not in Barbier; not in Gove.

$1550 [3005363 at hordern.com]
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German rule in England
43. [CHESNEY, Sir George Tomkyns]
Bataille de Dorking, Invasion des Prussiens en Angleterre.
Duodecimo, quarter red-brown morocco. Paris, Henri Plon, 1871.

Early French edition of Chesney’s electrifying tale of the German invasion
of England. Its depiction of the humiliation of the English in battle, but also
the crushing despair of life under German rule, positions this work as an
important precursor to the dystopias of the twentieth century.
Sir George Tomkyns Chesney (who founded the Royal Indian Civil
Engineering College at Staines, later General Sir George Chesney and
subsequently MP for Oxford) first published this short story in Blackwood’s
Magazine for May 1871. It quickly ran to many editions and commentaries
on both sides of the Atlantic. Its basic premise is that following the defeat
of the French in the Franco-Prussian war, the German armies take what
was widely feared to be the inevitable step of invading, and quickly subduing, England.
Published the same year as Chesney’s original, and with a Preface which
sketches out the early reception of the work, this early French edition is
indicative of the enormous interest generated by the work, ‘un brilliant jeu
d’esprit littéraire et une ingénieuse fiction’.
Barbier, I, p. 387.

$225 [3006529 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at
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A Cook castaway on 15 months in New Zealand and the South Land
44. [COOK: SECOND VOYAGE] “BOWMAN, Hildebrand”.
The Travels of Hildebrand Bowman, Esquire…
Octavo, with two etched plates; later quarter calf binding. London, W. Strahan and T. Cadell, 1778.

Rare first edition of the greatest contemporary fiction of Cook’s voyages, a
wonderfully imaginative expedition through southern lands secretly populated by all manner of hybrid human creatures.
As the Cook bibliographer Holmes remarked, this account of a fictional
survivor of the notorious Grass Cove massacre, in which men from HMS
Adventure were killed by a Maori force in New Zealand in December 1773, was
issued with all the hallmarks of veracity, including a dedication to Banks and
Solander (notoriously cranky about such impositions), a lofty mention of the
author’s friendship with Omai, and even an introduction which seems to mock
the style of the hydrographer Alexander Dalrymple. In an age of complicated
publishing deals, it was issued by the publishers, Strahan and Cadell, who had
published both the official account of Cook’s second voyage (1777) and the
unofficial voyage account of the young George Forster (1777), which gave the
book more than a veneer of authenticity.
Without doubt the most famous part of the book is the pair of engraved plates,
here in strong impressions: they show an officer clearly modelled on Cook, the
first depicting him roughly interviewing one of the animal-human creatures
in New Zealand, the second showing him being accosted by a flying prostitute
from “Luxo-Volupto” (the author’s inventive imagining of a utopian world in
New South Wales).
As a result, few works have aroused quite so much fervent interest in truffling
out the anonymous author. The theory that it may have been written by a
young midshipman on the Adventure, John Elliott, has recently been replaced
by a growing consensus that it may have been composed by the young artist
Robert Home (1752-1834), a well-connected figure in Georgian London, associated with figures from the economist Adam Smith to the anatomist John
Hunter FRS.
A long analysis of this remarkable and rare book appears on our website:
search 4505966 at hordern.com.
Beddie, 3921/4659; Lance Bertelson (ed.), The Travels of Hildebrand Bowman (2016); Hocken, pp. 18-19; Holmes, 27; Bernard
Smith, European Vision and the South Pacific, second edition, pp. 100-103; Cliff Thornton, “The Hunt for Hildebrand Bowman” (a series of four articles in Cook’s Log 33.4-34.3, 2010-11).

Provenance: Maggs Bros., London; private collection (Sydney).
$18,750 [4504966 at hordern.com]				
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further analysis at
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Back to the South Pacific: a British colony at Juan Fernandez?
45. [DEFOE, Daniel].
A New Voyage Round the World.
Two volumes in one, octavo; with a frontispiece and three engraved plates; a good copy in an old
binding of polished dark calf, a bit worn. A. Bettesworth, 1725.

First edition: six years after the publication of Robinson Crusoe, the author
Defoe published this work, testament to his abiding interest in voyaging
to the south Pacific and based on his extensive reading of classic voyage
accounts.
In the wake of Dampier and the great buccaneering voyages (not for
nothing does Defoe’s book share the same title as Dampier’s classic work
of 1697), this was in large part a quite serious proposal for the creation of
an English colony by seizing Spanish possessions in Chile, thereby taking
control of what Defoe here describes in inviting terms as the “Golden Lake”
of the Andes. Among much of interest, an important section of the work
focusses on Juan Fernandez Island, the remote Pacific chain most famous
for Crusoe’s inspiration, Alexander Selkirk, marooned there between 1704
and 1709.
The work was, as Howgego has noted, “written to be believed,” but is laced
with invention and imagination, not only in the fanciful descriptions of
life in South America, but with descriptions of floating islands and wildly
imaginative accounts of the world of the South Pacific, as is reflected in the
four plates (the frontispiece map and three views of life ashore).
Hill, p. 82.

Provenance: With the early bookplate of Thomas Percival Esquire, likely the
antiquary of that name (1719-1762).
$3600 [5000478 at hordern.com]
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Utopian dreams from mid-century France
46. DESFONTAINES, M.
Paris en 1840, Reveries philosophiques.
Octavo, some light foxing, library stamp on title; a good copy in simple black quarter morocco, gilt
banding and title to spine. Paris, Chez les Marchands de nouveautés, 1841.

Very rare: a series of philosophical “reveries” published in France in the
1840s, reflecting on the utopian tradition.
In large parts quite bizarre, the work has a highly unusual genesis, being
largely inspired by the more religious aspects of the utopian tradition, not
least St. Augustine’s City of God and the writings of Chateaubriand, but
with much borrowed from Fenelon’s voyage of Telemachus (1699), as well
as works ranging from the Koran to the letters of Abelard and Heloise. The
discussion ranges all over the world from Europe to Calcutta to Egypt,
even including, in the fifteenth ‘dream,’ a discussion of voyagers from
Palinurus (the drowned steerman of the Aeneid) to Cook and La Pérouse.
Copies do seem very uncommon indeed, and the work is so little-known
and little-recorded that the actual identity of the author Desfontaines
remains unknown. The publisher, clearly something of a collective issuing
the latest works, is known to have put their name to many not unrelated
works in this era, ranging from a Défense of the writings of the socialist
Fourier (1841) to a strange Physiologie of the Parisian theatres by Freycinet’s
old friend, the voyage artist Jacques Arago (1841).
Not in NUC.

$1400 [5000474 at hordern.com]
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At the sign of the Map of the World
47. FOIGNY, Gabriel de.
Les Avantures de Jacques Sadeur…
Duodecimo, contemporary calf, spine panelled in gilt between raised bands. Amsterdam, David Mortier,
1732.

Uncommon fourth French edition, based on the Raguenet edition of 1692,
the version thought to have been influenced by a now unknown manuscript
version by Foigny himself.
The most remarkable aspect of this 1732 edition is that it was published
by David Mortier, best known as one of the partners of the great Dutch
mapmaking firm Covens and Mortier (the title-page calls him a bookseller
at the sign of the “Mappe-Monde”), an association which must explain the
renewed interest in Foigny’s book while also showing the continued confusion about where the truth really lay.
Gibson, ‘St. Thomas More… with a Bibliography of Utopiana’, 692.

Provenance: With an old and surprisingly accurate manuscript note on
Foigny, and the eighteenth century owner’s name of Louis Curvalle (“De las
cosas mas seguras, Sa mas segura es dudan”), a collector of some note.
$1200 [5000479 at hordern.com]		
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Across Australia in the age of Oxley, Sturt and Mitchell
48. FOX, Lady Mary [and others].
Account of an Expedition to the Interior of New Holland.
Small octavo; half-title discarded, no publisher’s advertisements which appear in some copies; in full
green morocco by Sangorski & Sutcliffe. London, Richard Bentley, 1837.

An appealing copy of the first edition of this fantastic tale, recording the
fate of an expedition which set out from Bathurst in 1835, discovering a vast
utopian settlement where the inland sea was meant to be. Marcus Clarke,
no mean judge, thought it ‘very entertainingly written, and in style and
matter above the average of such compositions.’
Without doubt one of the wildest of the post-1788 imaginary works relating to Australia, this novel is testament to the abiding fascination, almost
amounting to a mania, for inland exploration in this era. Journeying deeper
into the country the travellers meet with a utopian civilisation, originally
established by religious refugees from the wars of the Reformation, who
had discarded their original idea of going to the Americas to seek instead
‘for the long-famed southern continent,’ going aground on the north coast
(somewhere in the Gulf of Carpentaria is implied). Although strenuously
resisted by the Aboriginal tribes soon after their landing, they soon make
rapprochement, and slowly establish a new settlement which thrives in the
implausibly mild climate.
Despite the name of Lady Mary Fox being prominent on the title-page, her
authorship remains partly conjectural.
Fox, one of ten children of the Duke of Clarence (later William IV) and his
mistress Dorothea Jordan, was certainly an accomplished writer and is
known to have published a preliminary version of the work in a short story
collection of 1836. However, authorship is often attributed to Archbishop
Richard Whateley, probably without much foundation; recent research
by Ray Howgego has suggested the more likely possibility that his wife
Elizabeth Whateley (1795-1860), herself a published writer and a known
associate of Fox, was actually involved.
Claeys, I, p. xxvii & VII, passim; Ferguson, 2264; Howgego, ‘Invented and Apocryphal Narratives of Travel’, F18.

$900 [4107242 at hordern.com]
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A Frenchman, an Englishman and a Dutchman go to Japan
49. [JAPAN] ANONYMOUS.
Voyage Philosophique au Japon, ou Conférences Anglo-Franco-Bataves.
Octavo, half-title, woodcut vignette of a ship setting sail at start of text; neat modern quarter calf.
“Pressure” (Paris?), Dans les Jardins de M. l’Ebahi, 1788.

First edition, scarce: a witty and urbane discussion of everything from the
rules of Japanese society to the French Compagnie des Indes. The unknown
author’s reflections on religion and satirical comments on Europe, meant
that the work must have been skirting very close to being censored.
Presumably published in Paris, the imprint is meant to refer to l’Ebahi’s
stately home, the Chateau de Pressure, in a salon of which the three main
characters, the much-travelled Monsieur l’Ebahi (“Mister Flabbergasted”),
the Englishman “Thincker” and the Dutchman “Wurtzheim” are comfortably seated as they swap tales of their marvellous adventures not only in
Japan but throughout Asia. The whole story is told with such brio that
it could almost pass for actual reportage, if it were not for the knowing
interjections of the author, who says at the outset that the only philosophical lesson worth learning is to admire the teachings of Democritus and be
amused by the foibles of mankind.
The work does appear quite rare, with copies recorded in the British
Library and the Bibliothèque Nationale de France, but with apparently few
others.
Not in Barbier.

$1600 [3005361 at hordern.com]
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Twenty years in Terra Australis incognita
50. [KILLIGREW, Thomas].
Miscellanea Aurea: or the Golden Medley…
Octavo; a very good copy in contemporary sheep, repairs to head and tail of spine. London, Bettesworth
and Pemberton, 1720.

Rare: a particularly attractive copy of this remarkable and frequently quite
scandalous early Georgian collection of stories and essays which includes
an important and often overlooked imaginative account of being ‘cast away
on the Southern Coast’ of the Terra Australis, published just one year after
Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. This Australian story is the centrepiece: titled ‘The
Fortunate Shipwreck, or a Description of New Athens,’ it is a utopian fiction
boldly set in the remotest reaches of the great south land. The hero of the
story journeys through a utopian community founded by ancient Greeks, who
are said to have travelled for three years through deserts ‘and the like,’ until
they reached this Australian continent, where they peacefully integrated with
the original inhabitants and establishing a kingdom free from the greed and
malice of Europe. The visitors soon teach the New Athenians the art of printing and the manufacture of gunpowder.
Gove said it was very likely to have been written by Charles Gildon, known
to Swift (who disliked him intensely): this hypothesis has some momentum,
both because Gildon had published a critical close reading of Robinson Crusoe
and had an abiding interest in the theatre, which could explain why unlike
Crusoe, who famously salvaged the Bible from his wreck, the protagonist here
takes along his collected works of the English dramatists. Some scholars now
tend to prefer Thomas Killigrew the younger, although this rather depends on
the date of composition as opposed to publication (Killigrew died in 1719).
Gibson, ‘St. Thomas More… with a Bibliography of Utopiana’, no. 692; Gove, ‘Gildon’s Fortunate Shipwreck as Background
for Gulliver’s Travels’ (1942); Negley, no. 637 (Voyage to the Mountains of the Moon only); Sargent, p. 10.

Provenance: Robert Colman Clepham (with bookplate).
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Strangely overlooked by Strabo and Ptolemy
51. LA MORLIÈRE, Charles Jacques Louis Auguste de la Rochette,

Chevalier de.
Angola, Histoire Indienne. Ouvrage sans vrai-semblance.
Two volumes in one, octavo; in contemporary French mottled calf, spine gilt, crimson label. “Agra”
(Paris), avec Privilege du Grand Mogol, 1746.

First edition: a popular and often reprinted satire on Parisian life, all seen
through the prism of an elaborate imaginary kingdom in the East Indies –
hence the phoney ‘Agra’ imprint – in a fertile land conveniently missed by
the geographies of Strabo and Ptolemy.
La Morlière (1719-85), musketeer, member of the Order of Christ, and bon
vivant, was famous for his lengthy involvement with French theatre, particularly through his links with Voltaire. Before he found his niche in the theatre,
he wrote several rather licentious novels, in particular this ‘Indian History,’
which was described by the dramatist Édouard Thierry as an ideal novel of
the age, particularly for the gallantry, pretty language and boudoir-manners
on display. Setting the novel in the Indies allowed La Morlière broad scope
for satire, especially in his depiction of the just king Erzeb-can’s marriage
to Princesse Arsenide, darling of the world of luminous fairies on the ‘côte
gauche’. Most of the tale is devoted to the adventures of their child, Prince
Angola, who travels throughout the Indies and Arabia.
‘Le roman du siècle, le livre des jolis boudoirs, le manuel charmant de la
conversation à la mode’ (Thierry).
Barbier, I, p. 191.

$775 [3006525 at hordern.com]		

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at

Books from a private collection: 2. Imaginary Voyages

The mystery of the fate of La Pérouse
52. [LA PEROUSE] DECOUVERTES.
Découvertes dans la Mer du Sud. Nouvelles de M. de la Peyrouse…
Octavo, neat old library stamps at start; some foxing and a number of leaves stained, but overall an
excellent uncut copy in original plain wrappers, spine repaired; boxed. Paris, chez Everat, n.d. but 1798.

First edition of this rare La Pérouse fantasy, completely imaginary but cast
in a remarkably realistic way, which claimed to have solved the mystery
of the disappearance of the two ships of the expedition. ‘Very rare and… a
desirable addition either to a collection of La Pérouse items, or to a library
of Pacific voyages’ (Davidson).
The structure of the novel is uncommonly well-conceived, recounting the
story of a French sailor joining a large Portuguese expedition of four ships
to the South Seas in 1793 (an echo of the Spanish expedition of Malaspina?),
where they discover a small island utopia founded by refugees from the
Terror in France. Throughout, an important sub-plot has the Portuguese
ships continually stumbling across hints regarding La Pérouse, culminating
in their rescue of an ailing but lucid survivor from the expedition, said to
be the astronomer from the flagship La Boussole. The astronomer gives them
a detailed description of the route La Pérouse had taken from Botany Bay,
their last known landfall, up to their return to Hawaii where, in an obvious
echo of the fate of Cook, they are attacked after a quarrel over the cutting
down of trees.
There was long debate about the precise date of publication, with most
plumping for either 1795 or 1798, but the latter is now known to be correct,
thanks to some detective work by the bibliographer David Forbes. A Dutch
edition was published in 1799. To date no-one has solved the riddle of the
book’s authorship.
Ferguson, 225; Forbes, 285; Kroepelien, 283; McLaren, 269; Sabin, 38958.
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One of the most bizarre and rarest of La Pérouse fantasies
53. [LA PEROUSE] “REIDCLIFF, Doctor” pseud., “translated by”

but probably actually written by F.C. BINDEMANN.
Des muthvollen Schiffcaptains Jean Francois Galoup, Grafen de la Perouse…
Octavo, 64pp; original printed dark blue wrappers; protective cloth case. Hamburg, J.G.Sn. Wichers, 1840.

Very rare: a gripping and romantic account of the survival of La Pérouse,
describing his voyage into the far reaches of the Arctic, through the Bering
Strait and turning north-east to the Pole, where he discovers a sunlit society
ruled by women in this remote but beautiful ‘New France.’
The story is said to be based on the discovery of a pile of manuscripts on
remote “Bricer Island” by an English doctor called Reidcliff, which recount
in some detail the survival of La Pérouse and his escape from Vanikoro on La
Boussole and his decision – rather under-explained – to sail up into the Arctic,
where he abandons ship to continue into ever higher latitudes on foot. He
and his crew are rewarded for their ardour by discovering a sunny paradise.
The novel is therefore one of the most curious of La Pérouse fictions, the
only major one published after the discoveries of Peter Dillon and the French
explorer Dumont d’Urville in the late 1820s had finally solved the riddle of
his disappearance.
The so-called “translator” Bindemann is considered to have been the likely
author: little is known about him. The book has been compared with Swift’s
Gulliver’s Travels, no surprises there, but Gersdorf (in Repertorium der gesammten deutschen Literatur) has also more usefully pointed out similarities with
Herschel’s supposed moon discoveries (The “Great Moon Hoax” stories appeared in a series of articles in 1835). There are also references, for example, to
places like Melville Island, reconnoitred by Sir William Parry in 1819, which
points to the up-to-date geographical accuracy underpinning the whole book.
There are convincing records for just two editions of this work, a provincial
edition published in the small town of Hanau (near Frankfurt am Main) in
1837 with a different title, and this Hamburg edition of 1840. Both are very
rare.
Ferguson, 3026 (and see 2291 for the earlier edition); Howgego, Vol 5 Imaginary Voyages, L17; Centenaire de la mort de
Laperouse, Paris, Société de géographie, 1888: p. 193, no 207; McLaren, 739 (and 736-7).
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Hercules and Colombus, and the riddle of the new world
54. LE MAINGRE DE BOUCIQUAULT, Louis.
Les Amazones Révoltées…
Duodecimo, with both errata leaves; contemporary French mottled calf, spine gilt in compartments
between raised bands, crimson morocco label. Rotterdam, Don Luis le Maingre …, 1730.

First edition, a very attractive copy of this early imaginary voyage through
the Pillars of Hercules – the Strait of Gibraltar – to the “new world.”
A wild farce, with everything from courtiers to pirates, a Turkish eunuch
and a substantial dissertation on knight errantry, the book also has an
important series of reflections on the Pillars of Hercules, long considered
the edges of the known world (not for nothing did Plato claim that Atlantis
lay beyond them).
In the classical account of Hercules’ twelve labours he was commanded to
retrieve the golden apples from the garden of Hesperides, far to the north
of Europe. Bouciquault denounces this as a transparent fiction, announcing
that Hercules actually sailed past Gibraltar, was caught in a storm and
blown far to the west where he made landfall in the Americas. Although the
author hints darkly that the Greeks had their own reasons for maintaining
this absurd deception, he concludes that the mystery was finally revealed
by Colombus, ‘l’Alcide des Espagnes’ (the Hercules of Spain).
The author was a cavalry officer known for his political and economic
pamphlets, at one point writing a stern series of letters critical of John Law,
the architect of the South Seas Bubble.
Barbier, I, p. 124 (1738 edition).
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Overland to the Swan River
55. LEE, Mrs R., formerly Sarah BOWDICH.
Adventures in Australia, or the Wanderings of Captain Spencer in the bush
and the wilds…
Small octavo, with four steel-engraved plates; modest preliminary foxing, attractive copy in half green
morocco by Sangorski & Sutcliffe, spine gilt with raised bands. London, Grant and Griffith, 1851.

First edition: a neatly contrived and attractive travelogue written for children, with fine plates by John Skinner Prout.
The story details a plausible but entirely imaginary account of the dashing
Captain Spencer, shipwrecked on the north Australian coast. Accompanied
by a gaggle of faithful pets (including a charismatic talking parrot) he heads
south for the Swan River, making accurate observations on both Aboriginal
life and natural history en route. The wonderful plates, including a mournful scene of the original wreck and a lively illustration of the hero Spencer
and his new Aboriginal companions in a spectacular kangaroo hunt, are by
Prout, the great artist of the goldfields and Australian colonial life.
Sarah Wallis (1791-1856), artist and author, first married the brilliant scholar
and African traveller Thomas Edward Bowdich and, after his death, Robert
Lee (not that one). She had a lifelong interest in natural history and published widely.
Ferguson, 11534.
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A mysterious land of reason in the Atlantic Ocean
56. [LEFEBVRE, François]. E.R.V.F.L.
Relation du Voyage de l’Isle d’Eutopie.
Duodecimo, speckled calf. Delft, Henry van Rhin, 1711.

First and apparently only edition of this rare South American utopia, set off
the coast of the Guianas.
Before Defoe and Swift, this classic utopia is set on a fertile island off South
America, the capital Macarie being ‘gradually reformed by men’s reasoning
their way to discover the best procedures’ (Gibson). Owing as much to Plato’s
Republic as the work of Sir Thomas More, the community takes up the tradition of rational government and communal education, albeit with the surprisingly modern twist of having the entire society descended from a single
French merchant and his wife Marie (rather as if the Swiss Family Robinson
had met the Bounty descendants on Pitcairn Island). More religiously-minded,
the author makes the comparison with Abraham and the tribes of Israel.
Published anonymously and with a preface only signed E.R.V.F.L., the work
is known to have been written by François Lefebvre, Canon d’Abbeville (16481721), which helps explain the almost messianic tone adopted throughout. It
appears to have been Lefebvre’s only book.
Gibson, ‘St. Thomas More… with a Bibliography of Utopiana’, 673; Negley, 324; not in Barbier; not in Gove.
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The adventures of a flying voyager
57. LEGRAND, Marc-Antoine, traditional attribution].
Les Avantures du voyageur aerien…
Octavo, uncut in original soft boards, faded ms. title on spine; in a fitted box. Paris, André Cailleau,
1724.

First edition, rare: an extremely early fantasy of air travel to an imagined
land, which went through several eighteenth-century editions, notably
being included in Garnier’s imaginary voyage anthology alongside Paltock’s
flying adventurers (see item no. 70) and a major work of science fiction by
Voltaire, Le Micromégas. The novel is of great significance for the history of
flight and for the more fabulous tradition of imaginary voyage books.
Despite its interest, the author remains a bit of an unknown quantity: the
attribution to the playwright Marc-Antoine Legrand (1673-1728) has always
been speculative, and now looks shakier than ever thanks to recent investigations by Ray Howgego.
Not in Gove.

Provenance: Old owner’s name in ink to title-page (‘Ghalldin’?), a second
ink note for ‘Nowby Bibliotek,’ and modern owner’s stamp of ‘Frdr.
Langenberg’ on the bottom margin of the title-page.
$2700 [5000523 at hordern.com]
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The world of the future by a Chinese traveller in France
58. LÉVIS, Gaston Pierre Marc, duc de.
Les Voyages de Kang-Hi, ou nouvelles Lettres Chinoises.
Duodecimo, two volumes in one, two folding tables; a good copy, some damage to spine, in later
quarter calf Paris, P. Didot, 1810.

First edition, uncommon: an early work by the Duc de Lévis, a key figure
in the Revolutionary government who was exiled to England in 1792, but
who returned to favour under Napoleon.
The novel is a curious mix of genres, in effect a combination of the tale of
the future popularised by Mercier’s world of L’an 2440 (‘The Year 2440’)
and the exotic visitor to France genre initiated by Montesquieu’s Lettres
persanes (‘Persian Letters’): here, a Chinese traveller of the year 1910 writes
home on European manners, providing a realistic portrayal of a future
Paris but also satirising the ambitions of utopians. The book includes two
quite remarkable folding tables, the first an experiment in annotating
speech in real time (not unlike musical notation) and the second mocking
up a newspaper from the future. The author de Lévis went on to have a
long career as a writer and aphorist, not least after the publication of his
Maximes, that quintessentially French genre.
Perhaps best known today for his remark ‘Noblesse oblige’, he wrote
extensively, particularly on questions of economics.
Lust, Western Books on China, 1280.
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Censored and burnt by Parliament
59. [LONGUE, Louis Pierre de].
Les Princesses Malabares, ou le Célibat Philosophique…
Duodecimo, old quarter calf. ‘Andrinople, chez Thomas Franco’, 1734.

First edition, a rare satire set in the Indies.
Full of dense, enigmatic and largely anti-religious ideas, the orientalist
setting of the work relies heavily on both the East Indies (the Malabar of
the title) but also the Middle East. The book is unquestionably odd, not
least the author’s use of the anagram: there are, for example, critiques
of ‘Raison’ and ‘Religion,’ but they here become ‘Rasoni’ and ‘Roligine.’
Clearly the author had no intention of being misunderstood, as even these
rather blatant anagrams are further explained in a key at the end of the
book. Perhaps the transparency of these anagrams was the book’s undoing
as much as the patently fake imprint (Andrinopole – now Edirne – is in
Turkey): it was condemned to be burnt by an arrêt du Parlement in 1734,
which does add to its rarity.
Attributed variously to the abbé Lenglet Dufresnoy, and to one Quesnel,
who is mentioned in the preface, and who died in the Bastille, the author
is actually considered to have been Louis Pierre de Longue, a now rather
obscure dramatist and man-of-letters.
Barbier, III, p. 1026; not in Gove.
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Living on a burnt-out star: a precursor to Darwin
60. MAILLET, Benoît de.
Telliamed ou Entretiens d’un philosophe indien…
Two volumes in one, octavo, owner’s name in ink on title; contemporary French mottled calf. Amsterdam,
Chez L’honore & Fils., 1748.

First edition of this important, controversial, and strangely prescient work,
dedicated to Cyrano de Bergerac. By using the device of an imaginary voyage
to India by a French missionary, and by presenting the work’s philosophy
as the beliefs of an Indian mystic, Maillet sought to make palatable his preDarwinian theories of evolution. Generally, the work was based on de Maillet’s
observations throughout Europe, and depends on the study of geological age
to contradict the biblical chronology. Although most of the theory is sheer
fancy - in particular his belief that the earth is in fact a burnt out star - his insistence on the importance of scientific study of rock formations was influential. It
also uses classical and modern precedent to tentatively suggest that all life may
in fact have had its origins in the sea.
De Maillet (1656-1738) was a diplomat and explorer. His fame rests almost exclusively on this work, which Ward and Carozzi described as introducing ‘the
concept of slow changes over a great period of time and that of a diminishing
ocean as well as the evolution of marine life into terrestrial life. Everybody read
Telliamed’. The work was not published until ten years after de Maillet’s death,
and even then reluctantly, by his friend the Abbé Le Mascrier, who was also
responsible for the work’s dedication to Cyrano de Bergerac. Even with this
posthumous publication, Le Mascrier still found it easier to attribute the work
to an Indian philosopher (the eponymous ‘Telliamed’ is a simple inversion of
the author’s real name) in an attempt to dilute its radical impact. It is thought
that Diderot was heavily influenced by this work in his shift from deism to
atheism, and Sabin comments that it was ‘long supposed to have suggested to
Mr. Darwin his celebrated theory.’
Barbier, IV, p. 673; Ward and Carozzi 1457.
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After the Sun King: a regency satire set in the Caliphate
61. MELON, Jean François.
Mahmoud le Gasnevide, histoire orientale…
Octavo, woodcut vignettes; in contemporary sprinkled calf. Rotterdam, Jean Hofhoudt, 1729.

First edition of one of the more popular utopian satires of the era, written
by a friend of both the economist John Law (of South Sea Bubble fame) and
the jurist Montesquieu.
Mahmoud purports to tell the tale of the Caliphate (translated, of course,
from a newly-discovered Arabic original) but was quickly recognized as
‘une satire de la régence’ of Louis XV (Nouvelle Biographie Générale). Perhaps
the most surprising aspect of the book is that the author was a warm partisan of luxury as the true engine of civilisation (see his Essai Politique sur la
Commerce), meaning that he had no interest in making bland attacks on the
supposed decadence of the East.
The novel was one of the first books by the economist Jean François Melon
(1675-1738), an influential French intellectual, who, amongst other things,
helped found a literary society under the protection of the Duc de la Force.
He became an important member of the Court, regularly consulted for
advice on commerce and finance.
This is an attractive copy, with the armorial bookplate of John West, first
Earl de la Warr, eighteenth century English politician and soldier.
Barbier, III, p. 14.
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The Barbou edition of More and Erasmus
62. MORE, Sir Thomas and Desiderius ERASMUS.
De optimo Reipublicae statu…
Duodecimo, with a frontispiece to the first work; contemporary dark green morocco, sides bordered
and spine panelled in gilt, all edges gilt. London and Paris, Barbou, 1777.

The beautifully-printed Barbou edition of Utopia bound, as often, with the
matching edition of Erasmus’ Praise of Folly.
The friendship between Sir Thomas More (1478-1535) and Erasmus (14691536) was one of the great scholarly alliances. More’s Utopia (1516) was a
revolutionary work of philosophy which inaugurated the entire tradition
of the modern imaginary voyage, but it was also a book to which a small
coterie of his greatest friends contributed, particularly including Erasmus.
More also played an important part, in turn, in the writing of Erasmus’
Moriae Enkomion – the ‘praise of folly’ but also a pun on the ‘praise of More’
– which is said to have been written whilst they were staying at More’s
London house. It was first published in 1511.
This Barbou edition of both works is particularly attractive. The Barbou
family was in business from the early sixteenth-century through to the beginning of the twentieth, and was known in the later 1700s for their superb
editions of the Latin and Greek classics (not unlike a French Baskerville).
Bibl. Erasmiana, 111; Brunet, II, 142; Graesse, II, 495; Van der Haeghen, I. 127.
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Large paper issue of a classic in a superb binding
63. MORE, Sir Thomas.
A most pleasant, fruitful, and witty work…
Quarto, engraved frontispiece and one plate; contemporary straight-grain brown morocco, elaborately gilt.
London, William Miller, at the Shakespeare Press, 1808.

The classic “Dibdin” edition of More’s Utopia in English, in a handsome “Large
Paper” issue.
This very attractive copy reprints the Ralph Robinson translation of 1551,
which had been the first time More’s work was published in English, some
35 years after the Latin original (and 16 after More’s death at the behest of
Henry VIII). Robinson’s great patron was William Cecil, Lord Burghley,
the Elizabethan statesman, to whom he dedicated the work. His edition did
yeoman service in making the book available, being considered the standard
translation for centuries.
This edition was published under the guidance of the great bibliophile Thomas
Frognall Dibdin, and includes his notes, biographical introduction, and an
informative resumé of earlier editions. Dibdin’s introduction was widely
influential, not least because ‘the portraits of More are critically discussed’
(Lowndes). Dibdin had a particular association with the printer William Miller,
whose Shakespeare Press was then a byword for fine printing.
Jackson, 12a; Lewis, p. 132.
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Omai’s ‘supreme literary tribute’
64. [OMAI] BASTON, Guillaume A.R.
Narrations d’Omaï, Insulaire de la Mer du Sud…
Four volumes, octavo, portrait and view (“Omaï Amené en Angletere par le Capitaine Furneaux”);
uncut and unpressed in original grey wrappers, printed paper labels. Rouen, chez Le Boucher le jeune,
& Paris, Buisson, 1790.

First edition and a most attractive set in completely original condition,
uncut and unpressed, and to our eye about twice the thickness of a conventionally bound and pressed copy. This extraordinary work of imagination
is one of the earliest and best works of fiction based on the voyages of
Cook, testament to enduring interest in the voyage in Revolutionary
France.
Quite against Cook’s wishes, who was probably thinking of the tragic
end of Banks’s friend Tupia on the Endeavour voyage, Omai was taken on
board the companion vessel on the second voyage, HMS Adventure, which
returned to Portsmouth in July 1774. Immensely popular, he spent the
next two years touring with his friends Banks and Solander, until he was
returned to Tahiti on the third voyage (his dramatic return, on horseback
and dressed in armour, no less, is depicted in one of the unofficial accounts
of that voyage by the young officer John Rickman). Fascination with his
life and his reaction to European life endured, first in the hugely-successful
pantomime Omai: or a Trip Round the World, staged by Loutherbourg, and
then, more unexpectedly, in this work by a little-known French divine.
Canon Baston (1741-1825) was a native of Rouen who published many
works on rather arcane questions of theology, making the present work
all the more surprising. With impressive rigour he here gives a highly
imaginative “autobiography” of Omai, complete with a glossary of some
of the trickier Tahitian words, depicting Omai as the ‘saviour of his people,
a leader who on returning from England purges his society of all its evils
while he introduces only the benefits of European civilisation’ (The Two
Worlds of Omai, p. 14).
Holmes, 74; Kroepelien, 54; O’Reilly-Reitman, 9312.
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Paltock’s classic, reimagined for a new generation
65. PALTOCK, Robert.
The Life and Singular Adventures of Peter Wilkins…
Duodecimo, engraved frontispiece and vignette on title-page, in the original printed boards, rebacked.
London, A.K. Newman, 1822.

A most attractive late Georgian edition, dating from an era when the story
was more commonly seen on the stage than on the shelves of a bookshop:
the newly cut engravings for frontispiece and title emphasise the raciness
of the aerial voyagers, particularly the title-page vignette in which the
hero Wilkins stumbles across his reclining heroine (“The surprise of Peter
Wilkins on discovering a Flying Woman by the side of his Grotto”).
Gove, ‘The Imaginary Voyage in Prose Fiction’, p. 323.
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The King on his travels
66. [PERREAU, Jean-André].
Le Roi Voyageur, ou Examen des Abus de l’Administration de la Lydie.
Octavo, completely uncut in an old boards binding. Londres, T.P. Cadel, 1784.

First edition: a fascinating work, which uses an almost certainly false
London imprint to escape prosecution in France (in which light the listing
of the publisher as one “T.P. Cadel”, surely mean to imply Thomas Cadell,
the publisher of Cook’s second voyage, is particularly well-judged).
It tells the tale of a king travelling through his realm to investigate the
abuses of his administration, in the process revealing to him that everything he has learnt in the schools and salons is quite useless, and that only
travel gives a true education. Published a few years before the Revolution,
the use of the imaginary voyage tradition is here uncommonly sophisticated, in no small part because the attack on the government and mores of
France is so serious that it would have been a matter of self-preservation to
keep the censors and the police at bay. The author is known to have been
Perreau (1749-1813), who frequently used similar devices to attack the
ancien regime, setting other works in America (Lettres illinoises, 1772) and
North Africa (Mizrim, ou, le sage à la cour: histoire égyptienne, 1782).
Barbier, IV, p. 376.
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A short history of air travel, from Louis XVI to Napoleon
67. POUJOL, Adolphe.
La Conquête des Airs, Reve Philosophique.
Octavo, 22 pp.; in the original printed blue paper wrappers preserved in a modern quarter cloth
binding. Paris, Marchant, Editeur, 1834.

Rare first edition of this very early aeronautical fantasy, an impassioned
plea for the aérostation (the hot-air balloon) as the next – and overdue –
technological advancement.
Poujol (1811-1898) is little-known, but was the author of an Hommage to
Victor Hugo and a well-known dramatist at mid-century. This is without
doubt one of his most eccentric works, the product of a sunny day in the
Tivoli Gardens, in which he pondered the rise of the railway and reflected
that air-travel seemed to have fallen out of fashion. Pointing out enthusiasts
from Louis XVI to Napoleon, particularly the latter’s dream of mounting a
surprise invasion of England by air, Poujol published this small philosophical dream in the hope of encouraging renewed efforts by the inventors
of the age. It is consequently a highly unusual example of an early work
arguing for flight pure and simple as the next great breakthrough.
Very rare, with only a handful of copies recorded internationally (including
the BNF).
$1650 [3006514 at hordern.com]
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68. [RESTIF DE LA BRETONNE, Nicolas Edmé].
La Découverte Australe par un Homme-volant…
Four volumes, duodecimo, with altogether 23 engraved plates including the large double-plate (numbered 23-24, and thus sometimes leading to some confusion about the correct number of plates):
pp. [3]-240, with four plates; [241]-436, with sixteen plates; [437]-624, 92, with two plates; [93]-422,
[6], [2] ‘table de figures’, [2] adverts, with one double plate; without the dated ‘faux-titre’ (‘manque
dans presque tous les exemplaires’, and see below), but with the six ‘Diatribes’ normally suppressed
(‘de la plus grand rareté’); a fine copy in full crushed blue levant, spines lettered in gilt and decorated
between raised bands, gilt florets and blind borders to sides, all edges gilt, gilt inner dentelles; a very
attractive and neatly bound set. “Leïpsick: Et se trouve à Paris” [i.e. Paris], 1781.

The genuine and complete first edition: a remarkable, convincing and quite
fantastic account of the discoveries of a flying-man voyaging through the
Southland. This is one of those works which is often seen in reproduction,
but which is still astonishing to read in its original form, not only because
of the incredible suite of engravings but also because of the sheer verve of
the storytelling.

The book was heavily expurgated at the time of publication, the Parisian
censor being particularly offended by the famous ‘Diatribes,’ a section of
more than 100 pages which is therefore missing from most copies. The
history and details of this suppression is complicated, but suffice to say this
is a completely uncensored copy in a most attractive French polished calf
binding.
Barbier, I, p.847; Brockett, 10313; Cohen-De Ricci, 877; Davidson, ‘A Book Collector’s Notes’, p.45; Lacroix, XXIV; Lewis,
p.157 (microform copy only); Negley, 959; O’Reilly-Reitman, 9295; James Rives Childs, Restif de la Bretonne: témoignages et jugements, bibliographie, 1949, XXIII, 1:”Edition originale de l’un des ouvrages les plus extraordinaires et rares
de Restif”.

Provenance: “N.J.O.” (presumably American, since his romantic bookplate,
dated 1900, is by William Fowler Hopson, the New Haven Connecticut
engraver); private collection (Sydney).
$44,000 [4505104 at hordern.com]

further analysis and more illustrations at

Restif de la Bretonne (1734-1806), the rival of Sade, was an eclectic writer
whose bestselling novels meant that he was routinely in trouble with the
government. The present work, his most enduring monument, took the
contemporary fascination with aerial travel, French utopian writing and
the voyages of Cook, as the starting point for a wild imaginary voyage
through the Pacific and Australia, visiting a series of communities of
animal-human hybrids, all figured with uncharacteristic vitality by Louis
Binet (1744-c.1800). The adventure ends in ‘Sirap’ a stinging satire on Paris
based around a clever reworking of the very old idea of the backwards
antipodes. Throughout, Restif very clearly borrows from the genuine
voyage accounts of the era, lifting passages from Cook in particular, including a remarkable passage on how the voyager was killed and eaten by the
cannibal ‘Australiens’ in Hawaii.
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The Terres Australes in the era of Bougainville
69. ROBERTSON, pseudonym.
Voyage de Robertson, aux Terres Australes.
Duodecimo, contemporary quarter sheep. Amsterdam (?), 1767.

Second and best edition: first published the previous year, the work was
successful enough to have a market for this grander and more deluxe
edition.
This is one of the most important of the imaginary voyage books that date
from the era of Bougainville and Cook, which is undoubtedly why the still
unknown author made the interesting decision to set the scene in the Terres
Australes. The book recounts the voyage of Robertson, a veteran of Drake’s
voyage to South America on the Elizabeth in 1585. As the tale has it, Robertson sets out in the ship’s cutter with a small group but is blown out to sea
in a wild storm, coming ashore on continental Australia and discovering a
land of such wonder and good government that he compares it to William
Penn’s founding of Pennsylvania. The novel closes as Robertson sets out to
return to the Southland, which is now his true country (‘ou est aujourd’hui
ma patrie’).
Given the interest of the work the fact that the author remains unknown is
rather surprising. It is likely that the name of the hero “Robertson” is meant
to allude to the tradition of Defoe and Robinson Crusoe.
Gove, p. 355-356.

$800 [5000312 at hordern.com]
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Going to the dogs (and monkeys) in the unknown southern land
70. [SERIMAN, Zaccaria].
Viaggi di Enrico Wanton alle terre incognite Australi, ed al paese delle Scimie.
Four volumes, small octavo, with 41 engraved plates (25 of which are folding, signed by Dominique
dell’Acerra) and a folding engraved map (opposite p. 211 in vol. 3).; a nice set in contemporary half dark
green sheepskin, flat spines gilt with ochre labels, marbled sides with vellum tips. Naples, printed by Alessio
Pellecchia (vol. 1) and Stamperia Avelliniana (vols. 2-4) for Giacomo Antonio Venaccia, 1756-1775.

A handsome set of this wonderfully-illustrated imaginary voyage, a vast and
far-reaching satire important for its introduction of Enlightenment ideas into
Italy, in which an English traveller visits kingdoms of monkeys and dogs in the
unknown Southland. It is ‘exceedingly rare and very seldom catalogued, any
edition is worth adding to a collection’ (Davidson). It is one of only a handful
of imaginary voyages to Australia which actually chart the countryside and
prominent cities of the land.
Seriman (1709-1784) was a Venetian from an influential Armenian merchant
family. He was a well-known librettist famous for operas with a voyaging theme
(his Telemaco, on the travels of the son of Odysseus, was staged in London in
1777), but the present work is his most startlingly original.
In his story, Enrico Wanton and his great pal Roberto survive a shipwreck in
the high southern latitudes, struggling ashore on the Australian continent to
discover a highly refined society of monkeys, with all the accoutrements of
European civilization. Our heroes quickly come to favour, eventually becoming
Ministers of the Realm, over-indulging in coffee-houses, balls, and regular trips
to the theatre. This is continued with a more strictly utopian adventure into a
second realm of sophisticated dogs on the other side of the great inland sea.
The remarkable suite of engravings is reminiscent of the contemporary Venetian
work of Pietro Longhi, here rather startlingly adapted by the artist Dominique
dell’Acerra to depict well-dressed monkeys and dogs dressed as courtiers.
Davidson, ‘A Book Collector’s Notes’, pp. 44-5; Gibson, ‘St. Thomas More… with a Bibliography of Utopiana’; Howgego, Invented narratives, S22; cf. Sabin 79229-79232; White, ‘Zaccaria Seriman 1709-1784’, p. 142, Edition ‘L’; not in Friederich.

$3600 [4505041 at hordern.com]				
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Gulliver’s Travels: mixed first and second states of the first edition, in a Morrell binding
71. SWIFT, Jonathan.
Travels into Several remote Nations of the World… By Lemuel Gulliver…
Two volumes, octavo, with four maps, two plans and engraved frontispiece portrait (second state); panelled calf, sides bordered and decorated in gilt and blind, spines ornately panelled in gilt with triple lettering pieces, all edges gilt, by Morrell. London, Benjamin Motte, 1726.

One of the greatest of all works of English literature. This is a particularly
attractive set of the first edition of Gulliver’s Travels, the first volume in
Teerink’s state ‘A’ and the second state ‘AA’: that is, the first and second
states of the three original printings of the first edition. A further state (‘B’)
followed. As Teerink shows, although the words “Second Edition” appear on
the title-page of the second volume, this was not followed in the later state
‘B’ and the subsequent edition of 1727 became the real “second edition”.
“One of the most famous English books of all time - Gulliver’s Travels - is
a series of imaginary voyages partly set in Australia. The hero is made a
cousin of William Dampier and in the very year (1699) when Dampier was
exploring the north-west of Australia, Gulliver’s ship is ‘driven by a violent
storm to the north-west of Van Diemen’s Land’. With a latitude given as
32°2’ south, the imaginary Lilliput, setting of the first of Gulliver’s four
voyages, is placed somewhere in South Australia… Gulliver’s Travels is an
essential starting point for any collection of fictitious voyages to Australia…”
(Davidson). With its map of an imaginary ‘South Australia’ coast and obvious derivation from Dampier, this must be the greatest work of literature
associated with Australia.
Teerink, 289/290; Davidson, ‘A Book Collector’s Notes’, pp. 39-40; Printing and the Mind of Man, 1

$16,000 [4505164 at hordern.com]		
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One of the earliest books on Tahiti, and an attack on Rousseau to boot
72. [TAHITI] [BRICAIRE DE LA DIXMERIE, Nicolas]
Il selvaggio di Taiti ai Francesi…
Octavo, xvi, 104 pp.; a fine uncut copy in original soft boards, owner’s inscription ‘Girolamo Gherardini’
on title. “A Londra”, 1770.

Extremely rare Italian translation of Bricaire de la Dixmerie’s fictional letter,
purporting to be written by the Tahitian Ahutoru to his friends in France.
Ahutoru had sailed to France in 1769 with Bougainville where he became a
sensation, in much the same way that Omai would become a lion of British
society a few years later: not only was Bricaire de la Dixmerie’s book the
first full publication on Tahiti ever published, but its subject (and supposed
author) Ahutoru was still living in Paris as it came off the presses.
Bricaire de la Dixmerie (1731-1791) published on everything from his friend
Voltaire to life in Spain, but took a particular interest in fantastic travel. Wellconnected and well-regarded, he was also a member of the famous Les Neufs
Sœurs, the Masonic Lodge where he would have met everyone from Benjamin Franklin to John Paul Jones. His description of Tahiti is known to have
been based on the Lettre de M. Commerson, an almost hallucinogenic account
of the South Seas written by Bougainville’s botanist Philibert Commerson,
which had been published in the journal La Mercure in February 1769, more
than two years before the official account finally appeared. However, the
most important aspect of the present work was that Bricaire de la Dixmerie
was one of the real Ahutoru’s friends in Paris, so there is a core of realism no
matter the elaborate fiction of the letter format, and it is hard not to wonder
whether any of the numerous asides are based on personal observation.
The original French edition is known to be very rare, this translation of the
same year even more so. Rolf Du Rietz in the Kroepelien catalogue noted he
had been able to locate only two copies of the work and no reference to it in
any other bibliography or catalogue.
Kroepelien, 127; not in NUC; not in O’Reilly & Reitman. On Bricaire de la Dixmerie see the ‘Dictionnaire des journalistes, 1600-1789 (online).

$2250 [4011320 at hordern.com]
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Inspired by Bougainville, Tahiti and the voyager Ahutoru
73. [TAHITI] MONBART DE LESCUEN, Joséphine de.
Lettres Taïtiennes.
Two volumes, duodecimo, with the half-titles; a pretty copy in nineteenth century quarter brown morocco
gilt. Brussels, 1786.

One of the rarest of the eighteenth century works on Tahiti, a work which not
only satirises French society but is a richly imagined account of the relationship
of the Tahitian man Zeïr, travelling in France, and the woman he left behind,
Zulica.
The book is chiefly inspired by the life of the Tahitian Ahutoru, who sailed
to France in 1769 with Bougainville, meeting Louis XV and being lionized
by society, but who died on his return voyage to the South Seas in 1771. In
Bougainville’s official account of the voyage, Ahutoru was recorded as having
given a young woman a gift as he prepared to sail, a touching vignette which is
thought to have provided the inspiration for this work. It includes some stark
criticisms on French society, but unlike some contemporary books does not
drift into the opposite tendency of making Tahiti some idealised fantasy, in no
small part because the author had clearly read Bougainville’s published account very closely, but had also evidently followed the contemporary debates
around the theories of Rousseau, who is name-checked throughout.
The author was Joséphine de Monbart (c.1759-1829), from the minor nobility
of Languedoc. Educated by her mother and in a convent finishing school, in
1774 or 1775, when she was about 17, she refused an arranged marriage and
ran away to Breslau with her older lover, becoming a protégé of Frederick II
of Prussia. A follower of Rousseau and writer of some ability, she published
widely, this Tahitian romance being certainly her finest work. First published
in Breslau in 1784 (see Kroepelien, 859), this Brussels-edition is thought to
predate another published in Paris around the same time. All are very uncommon.
Not in the catalogue of the Hill collection; Laure Marcellesi, Joséphine de Monbart (2012); O’Reilly-Reitman, 9306; see J.-M.
Gautier, Journal de la Société des Océeanistes, 1947, pp. 50-52.

Provenance: J. Lemaire (signature in both volumes).
$1885 [5000301 at hordern.com]		
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Science fiction and early photography from “Babylon”
74. [TIPHAIGNE de la ROCHE, Charles François].
Giphantie.
Octavo, with four engraved plates by Cochin after Desfriches illustrating the second work “Mon Odyssée
ou le Journal de Mon Retour de Saintonge”; contemporary mottled calf,spine gilt with red label. Babylone
(Paris), n.p., 1760.

First edition: a marvellous utopian community in Africa, prefiguring the uses
of photography, television and the telephone.
Tiphaigne de la Roche (1729-1774) was a physician, polymath and much-published writer. In Giphantie (an anagram of the author’s name) the protagonist
is lifted semi-conscious and transported by air to a beautiful garden, where a
charming spirit guide shows him around a ‘vaguely utopian society’ (Lewis).
The book is a good example of the imaginary voyage genre, using a quite
plausible African setting, but is more renowned for the fantastical series of
technical advances that are discussed in striking detail, including everything
from prototype televisions to telephones. The discussion of the way in which
the ruling spirits of the land have learnt to ‘fix’ the fleeting images formed by
light is so detailed that the novel is considered a milestone in the pre-history
of photography.
This copy is bound together with Pierre Honoré Robbe de Beauveset’s rococo
poem in four verses Mon Odyssée ou le Journal de Mon Retour de Saintonge
(La Haye, 1760), illustrated with four engraved plates. De Beauveset was an
influential French writer known for his satires and erotic works.
Thus, the English edition of 1761: ‘You know that the rays of light, reflected
from different bodies, form a picture, and paint the image reflected on all
polished surfaces, for instance, on the retina of the eye, on water, and on glass.
The elementary spirits have sought to fix these fleeting images…’.
Barbier, II, p. 544 (Tiphaigne de la Roche: lists publishing details as ‘La Haye (Paris)’) & III, p. 331 (Robbe de Beauveset);
Lewis, p. 188 (microform only); Negley, 1101.

$7250 [3006485 at hordern.com]		
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An Australian utopia in the Roaring Forties
75. [TYSSOT DE PATOT, Simon].
Voyages et Avantures de Jaques Massé.
Duodecimo, woodcut device on title; 19th-century grained morocco, gilt gauffred edges. “Bordeaux” [actually
Rouen], “1710” actually between 1714 and 1717.

First edition: an attractive copy of this precursor to Defoe, set on the Australian
continent among people obsessed with mining and the problems of irrigation: ‘the
detailed account of the adventurer’s camp in the Austral continent, the building
of a raft, and the descriptions of plants and trees, may be compared favourably to
similar passages in Robinson Crusoe…’ (Atkinson).
The author Tyssot de Patot was a remarkable figure, an English-born Huguenot
and self-taught philosopher with a background in mathematics who, at the
impressive age of 72, suddenly scandalized his Dutch community and was
run out of town as a dangerous heretic. He wrote two wonderfully inventive
imaginary voyages, both well ahead of their time: one was an account of a journey
deep underground into a hollow earth, while the present work tells the story of
a veteran sailor called Jacques Massé who shipwrecks in the far southern reaches
of the Indian Ocean, not far from what is now Kerguelen Island. Delighted with
the new world he discovers, Massé denounces his European heritage, only to be
betrayed and have to flee to the coast, where he is besieged for 12 years before
being finally rescued by a Portuguese ship.
The work was a modest bestseller of the era, and the question of editions has been
thoroughly investigated by Aubrey Rosenberg, no small task given that all four
major editions are dated 1710 on the title-page. Rosenberg argues that this edition,
‘A’ in his list, with an armillary sphere device on the title with its base pointing
to the left, was probably published between 1714 and 1717, and is the true first
edition of the work.
Atkinson, ‘The Extraordinary Voyage in French Literature’, p. 70 and passim; Rosenberg, ‘Tyssot de Patot and his work’, The
Hague, 1972.

Provenance: This copy from the British Museum, with the stamp on verso of title
and the 1831 duplicate release stamp; also the crowned cipher “C.G.” on spine.
$3850 [3211648 at hordern.com]		
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With the famous portrait of the shipwrecked voyager Massé
76. [TYSSOT DE PATOT, Simon]
Voyages et Avantures de Jaques Massé.
Duodecimo, engraved frontispiece and title vignette; a very good copy in contemporary mottled calf,
spine gilt in compartments between raised bands. “Bordeaux”, “chez Jacques l’aveugle”, “1710”, actually
Rouen, 1742.

An attractive copy of one of the later editions of this important Australian
utopia, famous as a very early example of a fully-fledged imaginary voyage
in the southern hemisphere and a bestseller of its day. This edition is illustrated with a fine portrait purporting to show the hero of the piece, Massé,
which was not included in the earliest editions.
Rosenberg’s study of the early editions of this work has sought to unravel the
mystery of four separate early editions, all dated 1710 on the title-page. He
argues, rather against what one would expect, that the publishers continued
to use this date for some decades (this does rather go against more common
practice, where publishers liked to pretend to be bang up to the moment):
this is therefore Rosenberg’s ‘D’ edition, published at “Bordeaux” by Jacques
l’Aveugle (Jack the Blind), the same imprint as the first or “A” edition but
with a different vignette on the title-page.
Barbier, IV, p. 1103; Gibson, ‘St. Thomas More… with a Bibliography of Utopiana’, 780; Negley, 1118, Rosenberg, Edition
‘D’, pp. 86-7.

Provenance: Bibliothèque du Chateau de Louppy sur Loison (with the early
armorial bookplate of the renaissance château).
$3200 [5000524 at hordern.com]		
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Rare Italian edition
77. VAIRASSE D’ALAIS, Denis.
Istoria de i Sevarambi…
Small octavo, 376 pp; edges rough-trimmed only, neatly bound in quarter calf and marbled boards.
Venice, Presso Sebastiano Coleti, 1730.

Very scarce Italian edition of Vairasse d’Alais’ marvellous imaginary
voyage to western Australia. Copies are recorded in the Mitchell Library
and the National Library, but this unusual Venetian edition is only rarely
offered for sale.
$1650 [4008188 at hordern.com]
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Reinventing a tradition
78. [VILLENEUVE, Gabrielle-Suzanne de]
Deux Contes de Cette Année.
Two volumes in one, small octavo; a fine copy in contemporary red-brown morocco, spine gilt in
compartments, all edges gilt, blue silk markers. Amsterdam, Chez Desbordes, “1700” but 1743.

First edition and a most attractive copy of this rare book, which unites the
utopian tradition with the fairy tale: the narrator, by a happy accident, has
discovered a manuscript which details the empire of the fairies. The book
has a strong satirical element, which must explain both the anonymous
authorship and the deliberately misleading publication details.
The quality of the work has led to much speculation about the question of
its authorship. One strong argument suggests that it may have been written
by Gabrielle-Suzanne de Villeneuve (1685-1755), the French writer now
best known for the first modern reimagining of the folk tale Beauty and
the Beast (see the entry in CLADE, Ministère des Armées). This has some
support from the fact that although dated 1700 on the title page, the book
was actually published in 1743 (Jones).
Not in Barbier; Jones, List of French prose fiction from 1700 to 1750, p. 81.

$1400 [5000468 at hordern.com]
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Space travel to a land unknown to the people of Earth
79. [VILLENEUVE, Daniel Jost de]
Le Voyageur philosophe dans un Pays inconnu aux Habitans de la Terre…
Two volumes, octavo, titles printed in black and red; contemporary mottled calf, spines ornately gilt in compartments between raised bands, tan morocco title and number labels (number on volume two missing).
Amsterdam, ‘depens de l’editeur,’, 1761.

First edition of a scarce and imaginative lunar utopia written by a ‘philosophervoyager.’
Unusually detailed and inventive, the narrator begins with a brief account of
his journeying through many parts of the world, including making a couple of
attempts to visit the Terres Australes. For such a seasoned traveller a journey to
the moon is no difficulty, travelling in his flying-ship and meeting a denizen of
the lunar world called Arzame, who gives him a tour of the perfectly square city
of Sélénopolis: the orderly nature of the society, and particularly the absence of
vice and crime, lead the awe-struck voyager to the realisation that here the ideals
of the century of Englightenment have been perfectly realised (Hartig & Soboul,
Pour une histoire de l’utopie en France).
Little is known about the author, beyond the fact that it is thought to have been
written by Villeneuve, a writer on Italian opera associated with the theatre, who
published several works at mid-century.
Negley, 1141.

$2600 [3006497 at hordern.com]		
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