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INTRODUCTION
This catalogue describes a selection of books relating to accounts of voyages to Australia,
as well as settlement and exploration. These form part of the collection of a long-term client
and friend of Hordern House, with a few additions; their collection has been assembled over
several decades, with books acquired from ourselves as well as from other specialist dealers.
Please note that all prices are in Australian dollars.

More images, currency conversions and in some cases extensive descriptions, will be found
on our website by clicking the symbol
To access these details and images if downloading the pdf of the catalogue, please search the
7-digit reference number at hordern.com.
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From Australie. Un voyage à travers le Bush (1868), by Swiss settler & writer, Edouard Marcet:
a fine (and unflinching) illustrated account of aboriginal and bush life in Queensland.
The illustrations are actually mounted photographs of drawings, a rare early example of an unusual genre. Item 314
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THE FIRST FRENCH APPEARANCE OF ANY “BARRINGTON” TEXT
297. BARRINGTON, George.
Voyage a Botany-Bay…
Octavo, original glazed boards, later calf spine. Paris, chez Desenne, An VI [1798].

A particularly good copy of the first French edition, the first appearance of any translation
from the Barrington literature. The French were almost as eager as the English for information
on Botany Bay: at this time Australia interested several nations as a possible dumping ground
for unwanted criminals and social outcasts.
The Barrington bibliographer Garvey notes of this printing: ‘French translation of the Voyage,
nominally made from the third edition. This edition added various elements to the Voyage
including a translator’s preface, explanatory notes and, more interestingly, an additional
paragraph at the conclusion of the work where ‘Barrington’ laments his exile”.
French translations had appeared almost as soon as the various First Fleet books were published in London. The seriousness with which Barrington’s account was viewed in France may
be gauged by the quality of the publication: it is handsomely printed on paper superior to the
English edition and can stand, in terms of production, with any of the French editions of the
First Fleet officers. By the time Barrington’s fame spread to France he had received an absolute
pardon and was Chief Constable at Parramatta and Superintendent of Convicts.
Ferguson, 259; Garvey, ‘George Barrington’, AB12.

Provenance: French library stamp on half-title (“Bibliothèque de la reine”); David Bremer
(Melbourne collector, with pictorial bookplate).
$2100 [5000311 at hordern.com] 				

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at
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FINE PRESENTATION COPY OF THE SCARCE FIRST EDITION, WITH TWO ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPHS
298. BEAUVOIR, Ludovic, Marquis de.
Australie. Voyage autour du monde… ouvrage enrichi de cartes et de photographies.
Octavo, with two actual photographs, one as frontispiece, and two large folding maps; a fine copy, edges rough-trimmed only,
original printed wrappers preserved, in quarter polished pale calf, spine gilt with double labels, by Zaehnsdorf with their stamp.
Paris, 1869.

A fine presentation copy, with an elegant autograph inscription from the author to the Duc
d’Alençon. The two tipped in albumen print photographs are significant as early real portraits
of two First Nations figures, King Tatambo and Queen Susan of the Murray River area in
northwest Victoria.
This is the scarce first edition (not recorded by Ferguson, who notes only the second and
numerous later editions) of this well-written account of a long visit to Australia. It proved very
popular, being published in at least a dozen editions and translated into English.
The Marquis de Beauvoir arrived in Melbourne in 1866, and travelled extensively in Australia,
trekking overland through the eastern states and Van Diemen’s Land, and going the entire
length of the east coast, heading for Malaya by way of the Great Barrier Reef and Torres Strait.
He includes particularly good material on the Victorian goldfields, especially around Ballarat
and Bendigo, but there is also a lively account of Melbourne, some thoughtful comments on
meetings with First Nations people in the bush, and a lengthy digression on the Burke and
Wills expedition.
This first edition not in Ferguson (later editions from 6838 to 6846).

Provenance: Duc d’Alençon (presented to him by Beauvoir).
$1600 [5000305 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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‘AUSTRALIA’S FIRST HISTORIAN’: THE FIRST SCHOLARLY HISTORY
299. BLOSSEVILLE, Ernest
Histoire des colonies penales de l’Angleterre dans l’Australie.
Octavo, with half-title; contemporary quarter black morocco. Paris, Adrien Le Clere et Cie, 1831.

First edition. Professor Colin Forster has commented that while Blosseville’s book is regarded
as the first scholarly history of Australia ever written, it has never received the recognition
it deserves in the Anglosphere. In France, however, it was awarded the 1832 Montyon prize
by the Académie française. Forster attributes its neglect in the English-speaking world to
language problems and the lack of a translation ( France and Botany Bay, Melbourne, 1992).
The book is based to a large extent on the researches and first hand observations of the
author’s brother, the geographer and explorer Jules Poret de Blosseville. He had accompanied
Duperrey’s 1822 South Seas expedition, one of whose tasks was to report on western New
Holland as a site for a possible French settlement. Duperrey failed to carry out the directive,
but de Blosseville spent some time in NSW with Governor Brisbane and drew up his own reports on Britain’s successful colonisation. In 1826 he was appointed by the French government
to report on the suitability of western New Holland as a French penal colony. As a result of
two reports which he made to the Minister of the Interior, Dumont d’Urville was sent to make
further investigations, but France’s prospects in the region were closed when a settlement was
founded by Major Lockyer at King George Sound in December.
A fascinating and extensive, discursive bibliography of books on Australia, including imaginary voyages, appears on the final seventy pages.
Ferguson, 1424.

$985 [5000509 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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TURNING DOWN MELVILLE’S WONDERFUL SKETCHES IN AUSTRALIA
300. BOONE, Thomas.
ALS to I.B. Davis concerning the publication of Harden S. Melville’s Sketches in Australia and
the Adjacent Islands.
Octavo, single leaf written on the recto only; in fine condition. London, n.d., circa 1848

An interesting and revealing letter from the publisher, Thomas Boone, that illustrates the
difficulties faced by Melville in finding a publisher for his superb Sketches in Australia and the
Adjacent Islands, the fine series of sketches of tropical Australia drawn during the surveying
voyage of the Fly and eventually published in 1849. As one of their advertisements shows,
Thomas and William Boone had contemplated the publication of Melville’s work but this
letter explains that they did not continue because they considered it uncommercial. The
lithographic printer and publisher, Dickinson, eventually took over publication on Melville’s
behalf and, probably, at his expense. In the preface to his book Melville apologizes for the
reduced size of the lithographs and pleads expense as his excuse. This is the letter quoted by
Wantrup (Australian Rare Books, p. 317).
$1550 [5000387 at hordern.com] 				

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at
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NOT RECORDED BY THE STANDARD BIBLIOGRAPHIES
301. [BURKE AND WILLS] CORTAMBERT, E.
Dernières explorations en Australie…
Octavo, 27, [i] pp; uncut and unopened, in plain light blue wrappers; folding case. Paris, Charles Lahure, 1862.

Rare separately-paginated offprint from the Revue contemporaine: an account of the Burke and
Wills expedition, followed by a shorter account of McDouall Stuart’s expedition into Central
Australia. Not known to Ferguson, Maria, or McLaren for their bibliographies.
$725 [5000421 at hordern.com] 				

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at
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ONE OF THE RAREST CANADIAN EXILE ACCOUNTS
302. [CANADIAN EXILE] DUCHARME, Louis Léandre.
Journal d’un Exile Politique aux Terres Australes.
Octavo; an excellent copy in quarter calf, gilt; title-page worn and with small hole affecting two words. Montreal, F. Cinq-Mars,
1845.

First edition: one of the rarest of the so-called Canadian exile narratives (“excessively rare”,
says Ferguson) and one of only two written in French by participants in the Rebellion in
Lower Canada (the other, by Prieur, was not published until 1884).
Following the military defeat of the Canadian rebels in 1837, some were executed but most
of the rebels were banished without trial to Australia. In all, 141 political prisoners were
transported, slightly more than half to Tasmania and the remainder to New South Wales.
Initially condemned to death in December 1838, Ducharme had his sentence commuted to
transportation to the penal colony in New South Wales. He was pardoned in 1845 and on his
return to Montreal published this journal, which relates his arrest, trial and transportation,
and his experiences as a convict.
The “Canadian exile” printings have always been keenly collected: altogether nine accounts
by individual exiles were published, and all of them are rare today.
Ferguson, 4029; Gagnon, 1191; Lande, 1742; Staton & Tremaine, 2708.

Provenance: George Ahern (1887-1927, Quebec collector and physician, with his armorial
bookplate).
$5850 [5000354 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE SUFFERINGS ON THE BUFFALO
303. [CANADIAN EXILE] PRIEUR, François Xavier.
Notes d’un Condamné Politique de 1838…
Octavo, wood-engraved frontispiece portrait; a good copy in old quarter red calf, joints repaired.
Montreal, Librairie Saint-Joseph, Cadieux & Derome, 1884.

Another rare Canadian exile account: Prieur and Ducharme were companions as convict
workers in the 1840s. Their presence as convicts in the Longbottom Stockade in Concord,
Sydney is recalled by the names of Exile Bay, France Bay and Canada Bay. Francois Xavier
Prieur had been captured and tried at Montreal for treason between November 1838 and
February 1839. He was first condemned to death, but later was among the fifty-eight French
Canadians whose sentences were commuted to transportation for life to New South Wales.
They arrived on the Buffalo in February 1840. After his arrest and trial he kept a journal, later
published in this form, giving a full account of the sufferings of the French Canadians on the
Buffalo and their experiences in New South Wales.
George Mackaness translated Prieur’s account (Notes of a Convict of 1838, Sydney, 1949, 100
numbered copies). A good biographical article by Vivienne Parsons appears in the Australian
Dictionary of Biography.
Lande, 726 (the dated issue); not in Ferguson; Staton & Tremaine, 2794.

Provenance: T. Lemieux (Quebc binder, with small label); Ecole nouvelle Champagnat
(stamp); G. Ducharme (bookplate).
$1600 [5000338 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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DEMOGRAPHY AND ANTHROPOLOGY
304. CAUVIN, Charles V.
Esquisse Démographique de la Nouvelle-Galles du Sud… [and] Mémoire sur les Races
d’Océanie…
Two works bound together, octavo, the second with diagrams and tables and with a folding table; quarter black calf. Paris,
G. Masson/Imprimerie Nationale, 1881/1882.

Two important works by the French maritime medical officer Cauvin, who visited Australia
and New Guinea in the early 1880s. The first, a short demographic study with a substantial
chapter on First Nations peoples is followed by Cauvin’s scarce anthropological study which
followed on from those by Labillardière in 1800, Huxley in 1870 and Topinard in 1872, in the
study of cultural and physical attributes of the Tasmanian and mainland Aboriginal peoples,
the Papuans and the Polynesians, in an attempt to determine their origins.
Both works are here as separately-paginated offprints from scholarly journals, and therefore
intended for distribution by the author, the second differing from those in the Mitchell and
National Libraries which retain the journal pagination.
Provenance: Cercle de la Méditerranée, Toulon (library stamp on both works).
$785 [5000404 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED TRAVEL ACCOUNT, MUCH OF IT SET IN AUSTRALIA
305. COTTEAU, Edmond
En Océanie: Voyage autour du Monde en 365 jours…
Octavo, with folding map, 48 wood-engraved illustrations, mostly full-page, and four maps; in a good French binding of dark
green morocco-backed marbled boards, the spine lettered and decorated in art nouveau style, with a gilt floral ornament with
red leather inlays; top edges gilt, others uncut. Paris, Hachette, 1895.

An attractive copy of this lavishly illustrated travel book by Edmond Cotteau, the muchtravelled scientific tourist.
Although Cotteau circumnavigated the globe, much of the book, as the title implies, is devoted
to his time in the Pacific, and especially his lengthy stay in Australia in 1884. Cotteau travelled
right down the east coast, much of it by rail, visiting many of the major ports between
Townsville and Hobart. Amongst the illustrations to accompany his visit are several views of
these ports, with a special focus on Sydney and Melbourne. Interesting also are some of the
images of his travels inland, which include several of Aboriginal groups and woodcutters,
and a view of the engineering marvel of the Zigzag Railway in the Blue Mountains. Cotteau
returned to Europe via San Francisco, Mexico and the Caribbean.
This edition not in Ferguson, but see 8727 for the 1st edition of 1888.

$540 [5000514 at hordern.com] 				

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at
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NEW ZEALAND MEMOIR WHICH BEGINS AND ENDS IN PORT JACKSON
306. CRUISE, Richard Alexander.
Journal of a Ten Months Residence in New Zealand…
Octavo, with a coloured aquatint frontispiece; an attractive copy, bound without the errata slip in half grained calf. London,
Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1823.

First edition. Cruise travelled aboard the Dromedary as officer in charge of the military detachment on a voyage that attempted to make transportation pay its way. They took convicts to
New South Wales and sailed on to the North Island of New Zealand to obtain spars for ships’
masts to carry back to Europe, following Cook’s suggestion that the timber there would make
the finest masts in the world.
Cruise gives an excellent and comparatively early description of parts of the North Island; but
this is also an account of a transportation voyage, and the narrative begins and ends in Port
Jackson, as well as describing a call at Van Diemen’s Land; Cruise also discusses the presence
aboard ship of the Rev. Marsden, and gives an account of the Boyd massacre; nevertheless,
neither this nor the second edition of the following year are recorded by Ferguson, nor are
they included in the Ferguson addenda.
Bagnall, 1503; Hocken, p. 39; not in Ferguson.

$1225 [5000455 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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ONE OF THE BEST ORIGINAL ACCOUNTS OF THE VICTORIAN GOLDFIELDS
307. FAUCHERY, Antoine.
Lettres d’un Mineur en Australie…
Large duodecimo, a good copy, bound without the wrappers in contemporary quarter calf. Paris, Poulet-Malassis
et De Broise, 1857.

First edition. Fauchery, writer, artist, photographer, and friend of several of the best-known
French writers and artists of his time, arrived in Melbourne in 1852. He went to Ballarat, and
spent two years working on the goldfields, finally keeping a store at the Jim Crow (Daylesford) diggings.
He published this account on his return to France. The ‘Letters’ “paint a vivid picture of life
in early Melbourne and on the goldfields” (ADB) including “a description of conditions upon
the Ballarat diggings at the time of the Eureka Stockade riots” (Ferguson). This account of the
early Victorian goldfields is one of the best that we have.
Ferguson, 9559; Keesing, p. 397.

$745 [5000288 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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RACIAL TYPES OF OCEANIA
308. FOLEY, Antoine-Edouard.
Quatre années en Oceanie…
Octavo; two separately issued volumes bound together, volume 2 before volume 1; with five full-page wood-engraved plates;
French quarter dark green morocco. Paris, J. Hetzel/J.-B. Baillière et fils, 1866/1876.

Antoine-Edouard Foleÿ (1820-1901) was a naval officer and doctor, whose best-known book
was this. He also wrote several medical books including Du travail dans l’air comprimé, étude
médicale, hygiénique et biologique (1863) and Le Choléra chez les autres et chez nous (1872), as well
as Eki Tou-mata Ouengha Père et Dieu des Cruels humains, a rare and really eccentric novel set in
New Zealand, based on Māori myths and legends. This is an important work on the development of humanity and the formation of races and individual types among the populations
of Oceania, where he travelled as young man. His analysis reflects some of the pseudoanatomical ethnological racialism prevalent for several decades from the 1870s.
Ferguson, 9662a; O’Reilly-Reitman, 4416.

$785 [5000519 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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A YOUNG GOLD-DIGGER IN AUSTRALIA
309. GOY, André de.
Aventures sur Mer et sur Terre…
Large octavo, with eight sepia lithograph plates; in original highly decorated cloth, gilt vignette of a Chinese and a European
gold-digger surrounded by ornate floral border in gold with green and red highlights, spine ornately gilt in similar style, gilt
edges; in fine condition. Paris, Alphonse Delesserts, 1852.

A lovely copy of the scarce first edition (it would be republished in less flamboyant form in the
1860s). The book contains two linked stories: the second has been described as probably the
first account of the Australian goldfields in fiction. The first, related, story tells the adventures
of the French family on their way to take up a property acquired by Monsieur Laurencay on a
previous visit.
“Although Muir states that only the second story relates to Australia, the first also has
Australian references and recounts the family’s voyage en route to Australia” (O’Neill).
Muir, Bibliography of Australian Childrens Books, 2912; O’Neill, Australian children’s books to 1980: a select bibliography of the collection held in
the National Library of Australia, 103. Not in Ferguson.

Provenance: Paul Gavault (French dramatist, with bookticket).
$900 [5000542 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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SAID TO HAVE BEEN DELIBERATELY DESTROYED BY THE ANGAS FAMILY
310. HARRISON, Robert.
Colonial Sketches: or, Five Years in South Australia…
Small octavo; a very good copy in original green cloth, decorated in blind. London, Hall, Virtue & Co., Newcastle-on-Tyne,
William Kaye, 1862.

Critical account of South Australia as a destination for British emigrants, by a commercial
traveller resident in the colony from 1856-61.
Robert Harrison came to South Australia on business and stayed longer than intended. He
stresses the neutrality of his position in the preface: ‘I have to explain that I do not write in
the spirit of a disappointed emigrant, but as one who has calmly inquired into all particulars
connected with South Australia, without being the victim of its commercial depression or
unfortunate speculations of any kind whatsoever’. But what follows is a wholesale condemnation of the colony, from the cost of living and lack of fresh foodstuffs through to the pompous
political system. Based on Harrison’s description, any prospective emigrant would be wary
indeed.
Ferguson records that Edward Petherick annotated his own copy with the following
observation ‘Every copy available was purchased and destroyed by the Angas family.’ This is
a reference to the family of George Fife Angas, the founding father who sunk a good portion
of his personal fortune in the South Australian Company, and accordingly sought to minimise
the damage caused by Harrison’s vitriolic book.
Ferguson, 10265.

Provenance: Rodney Davidson (Melbourne collector, with bookplate).
$835 [5000505 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at

Books from a private collection: 10. Australia

THE SOCIAL AND COMMERCIAL GROWTH OF VICTORIA IN THE 1850S
311. JUST, P.
Australia; or Notes Taken During a Residence in the Colonies from the Gold Discovery in
1851 till 1857…
Octavo, coloured lithographed frontispiece, double-page map; half green morocco binding. Dundee, Durham & Thomson, 1859.

The only edition of an outstanding account of the social and commercial growth of Victoria
through the 1850s and a significant work in the small but valuable corpus of description and
promotion written by colonial merchants. Just, a Melbourne merchant and Scottish emigration
agent, wrote this wide-ranging work on a voyage home to Scotland. He includes a comprehensive review of events from 1851 to 1857, concentrating on aspects of trade and commerce, as
well as detailed coverage of a wide range of topics, chiefly in the form of an emigrant’s guide,
but with a good deal on the Murray River, land settlements, the gold rush, the Chinese in
Victoria, and much else.
Just had artistic interests - he published a pamphlet in 1856 promoting the cause of colonial
art - and the delightful frontispiece ‘Falls of the Yarra Yarra Melbourne’, showing Dight’s Mill,
was lithographed in colour after one of his own sketches.
Issued in a provincial centre by a local publisher, it is a scarce book.
Ferguson, 11041.

Provenance: Commander Ingleton (Australian collector, with his illustrated bookplate).
$775 [5000351 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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A PRIEST’S MEMOIR INCLUDING HIS EXPERIENCES AT BALLARAT
312. LEMIRE, Father Achille.
D’Irlande en Australie…
Octavo; with a frontispiece and 13 other steel-engraved illustrations, some full-page; title-page in ref and black, all text pages
within red-ruled margins in ecclesiastical style; a fine copy in contemporary half morocco. Lille, F. Deman, Librairie de la Société
Saint-Augustin, 1889.

Rare: a fine author’s presentation copy of this traveller’s account of his Australian voyage. The
memoir was compiled from Lemire’s letters by his brother, and tells the story of the voyage of
the Augustinian priest to Australia and of his experiences at Ballarat, where he was involved
in setting up the College of the Holy Ghost.
Ferguson, 11570b.

$685 [5000302 at hordern.com] 				
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see description and illustrations at
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EXPLORATION OF THE INTERIOR
313. GRAD, M.A. Charles.
L’Australie Intérieure
Octavo, with a folding map coloured in outline; a very good uncut copy in haalf brown morocco, preserving the original printed wrappers. Paris, Arthus Bertrand, Librairie de la Société de Géographie, 1864.

This French overview concentrates on exploration of the Australian interior between 1860 and
1862. By the second half of the nineteenth century, explorers were aware of the dangers and
slim prospects of success before they set out. Despite the hardship, exploration continued and
in these years central Australia was opened up in pursuit of a route from south to north.
The text is devoted largely to the voyages of Stuart, Gregory, Burke and Wills, Landsborough,
and McKinlay but the large folding map of Australia at the end shows the different colonies,
and the routes of the principal explorers from 1840 to 1863.
Ferguson, 10038.

Provenance: Henry L. White (with his Belltrees bookplate).
$985 [5000462 at hordern.com] 				
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WITH ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPHS: AN EARLY EXAMPLE OF A SCARCE GENRE
314. MARCET, Edouard.
Australie. Un voyage à travers le Bush.
Large octavo, illustrated with 20 original albumen prints of drawings (ten full-page, mounted on inserted leaves of heavy paper
as plates, and ten smaller, mounted on the text leaves in spaces left for that purpose); a fine copy in contemporary quarter red
morocco. Geneva, Imprimerie de Jules-Guillaume Fick, 1868.

This fine illustrated account of aboriginal and bush life in Queensland is a vividly dramatised
account of life in the Queensland bush by a Swiss settler and writer. The unusual illustrations
are actually a series of mounted photographs of drawings, an early example of the genre: only
200 copies are known to have been printed. A Swedish translation followed in 1870.
Marcet travelled through Australia in the early 1860s as a representative of the Geographical
Society of Geneva, and is particularly known for his assiduous collection of photographs of
settlers and First Nations people. In 1861 he published his Notice sur la province de Queensland,
which included his observations on the natural history, the settlement, and the local tribes of
the area. This work extends upon this earlier research, adding to his descriptions of
Queensland’s natural history, including the platypus, which is shown in two illustrations.
The book’s real importance lies in Marcet’s unflinching portrayal of the tensions between
settlers and aborigines. The arresting illustrations include several images of open conflict,
as well as one dreadful representation of Aboriginal men being hunted over a cliff while the
women and children of the tribe look on.
Boom & Rooseboom (eds.), A new art: photography in the 19th century, B265; Ferguson, 12251.

$2550 [5000392 at hordern.com] 				
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“FRENCH EYES FIX UPON A WHOLE RANGE OF PHENOMENA…”
315. MARIN LA MESLEE, Edmond.
L’Australie Nouvelle.
Octavo, six plates (two double-page) and folding map of Australia; original printed grey wrappers. Paris, E. Plon et Cie, 1883.

First edition of this lively topographical study of Australia, dedicated to P.F. Adams, the Surveyor
General of New South Wales, and thanking his staff for their help in producing a work intended
to reveal to the general French public the value of trade and interaction with Australia. The work
includes several wonderful photographic illustrations, including an impressive folding panoramic
view of Sydney (140 x 860 mm: the plate not noted by Ferguson).
Marin la Meslée arrived in Melbourne on the Alphington in 1876 where he became private secretary
to the French consul-general, the Comte de Castelnau. He spent several years travelling and
investigating New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland, chiefly with the view of understanding
their trading prospects. He became a member of the Royal Society of New South Wales, and was
particularly interested in the advances in engineering and mining, and has interesting notes on, for
example, the Zig-Zag Railway, copper mining in Cobar and coal mining in Lithgow.
The book was published during a brief return visit to Paris, but Marin la Meslée, who had married
the Australian woman Clara Louise Cooper, returned to live in Sydney. He and Clara died
tragically when the Ripple capsized off South Head in 1893.
Russel Ward, who published a translation of this book in 1973, described it as “among the best
accounts of Australian society written by visitors in the second half of the last century”. As he
remarks, the author’s “French eyes fix upon a whole range of phenomena which were barely
noticed, or simply taken for granted, by native-born observers or British visitors”. Writing about
Australian society with considerable perceptiveness a decade before the nationalistic 1890s, Marin
La Meslée is an important source for the history of the period and the growth of Australian
nationalism.
$485 [5000405 at hordern.com] 					
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see description and illustrations at
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“SHAMUS… LEVEZ-VOUS ET VENEZ PRENDRE UN VERRE DE WISKEY”
316. MERRUAU, Paul.
Les Convicts en Australie…
Duodecimo, half-title for the series “Bibliotheque des chemins de fer” ; contemporary quarter calf. Paris, Librairie L. Hachette et
Cie., 1853.

Scarce memoir of travels in Australia at the beginning of the 1850s, but in fact fictional. Merruau lists his sources at the end: they range from the Bigge reports to Rowcroft’s “Tales of the
Colonies”, but as Ferguson points out, it is full of historical errors.
The final chapter deals with the goldfields - and the convicts who work them (sic) - and the
author’s vignettes of social life at the diggings include the memorable drinking companion
who exclaims in broad Irish “Shamus, mon garcon… Shamus, est-ce que vous dormez? levezvous et venez prendre un verre de wiskey, allons, mon brave, allons…”.
Ferguson,12528.

$385 [5000321 at hordern.com] 				
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FROM THE LIBRARY AT CHÂTEAU DE LA ROCHE-GUYON
317. PHILLIP, Arthur.
Voyage du gouverneur Phillip a Botany-Bay.
Octavo, a fine copy in contemporary French marbled calf, spine gilt in compartments between raised bands, red label. Paris,
chez Buisson, 1791.

First French edition of Phillip’s Voyage to Botany Bay, which includes a lengthy description of
the Bounty mutiny.
The anonymous translation for this unusual volume was the work of A.L. Millin, who took advantage of the two years that had elapsed since the publication of the English edition in 1789,
supplementing the account with a great variety of relevant material. Indeed, his “Remarques
Diverses” occupy almost a quarter of the book, including a lengthy notice of Captain Riou’s
ill-fated voyage on the Guardian, a brief mention of the voyage of Meares including a letter he
sent to his fellow captain Colnett, and some “anecdotes” relating to Governor Phillip.
By far the most substantial addendum, however, is a substantial translation into French of the
events of the mutiny on the Bounty, evidently loosely based on the London Narrative which
was published one year prior to this edition (it does appear to be a new translation, perhaps
based on an abridged popular version of the mutiny. The account is not simply a reprinting
of the French edition Relation de l’Enlèvement du Navire le Bounty). Here, for example, Fletcher
Christian is said to have replied to Bligh with the fabulously elevated phrase, ‘laissez-moi,
capitaine Bligh, l’enfer est dans mon cœur’.
Known to Ferguson in just three copies; though it has since been acquired by a few other
libraries it is not often offered for sale.
Crittenden, ‘A Bibliography of the First Fleet’, 188; Ferguson, 112; Kroepelien, 1254; not in Spence; not in the catalogue of the Hill collection;
O’Reilly-Reitman, 599.

Provenance: Duc de la Rochefoucauld (with the small library-stamp); Sotheby’s Monaco, 9 Dec
1987, Bibliothèque du Château de La Roche-Guyon; private collection (Sydney).
$2400 [5000369 at hordern.com] 				
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FRENCH EXAMINATION OF THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM: PUNISHMENT, OR COLONISATION?
318. PILORGERIE, Jules de la.
Histoire de Botany-Bay, Etat present des colonies pénales de l’Angleterre, dans l’Australie…
Octavo, two folding tables; with the half-title; contemporary quarter green calf. Paris, 1836.

First edition: a detailed history of the colony of New South Wales, from its beginnings to the
present day, and a close and well informed examination of the colonial process. De la Pilorgerie quotes extensively from Bigge and other sources, produces tables of imports and exports,
government expenditure, etc., and generally demonstrates the French interest in the colony
which had continued from the early days of settlement and which still showed a fascination
with the apparent success of the English transportation system.
With a provocative quotation from Sir J. Mackintosh on the title-page.
Ferguson, 2165a.

Provenance: Frank Hobill Cole (Australian collector, 1863–1934; with bookplate).
$585 [5000287 at hordern.com] 				
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EARLY CONCEPTS AND LATER DISCOVERIES
319. RAINAUD, Armand.
Le Continent Austral: Hypothèses et Découvertes.
Large octavo, diagrams, a fine copy in quarter calf. Paris, Armand Colin, 1893.

Scarce: a very substantial work on the geography and early discoveries in Australia, including
discussion of early theoretical ideas dating back to Greek and Roman classical theorists.
Ferguson, 14688.

Provenance: Fleury Vindry (French historian; author’s presentation inscription to him; bookplate).
$475 [5000322 at hordern.com] 				
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THE EXPEDITION TO THE NEW SETTLEMENT AT SOMERSET, CAPE YORK
320. RICHARDSON, A.J., and John JARDINE.
An Overland Expedition from Port Denison to Cape York; under the command of F. and A.
Jardine… [and] John JARDINE. Description of the Neighbourhood of Somerset, Cape York…
Octavo, pp. 19-51 and 76-85; folding map of the expedition to Cape York coloured in outline; old quarter brown calf, pebbled
cloth sides. London, Royal Geographical Society, “Read, November 27, 1865” and “Read, January 22, 1866”.

Extracts from the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, accompanied by a fine map
published for the Society by John Murray, dated 1866. The articles predate the publication of
two works, one the official account by Byerley of the expedition led by the Jardine brothers
overlanding cattle to the settlement at Somerset, and the other by Richardson, the expedition’s
surveyor. Wantrup noted of the two books published in 1867 that “What may be called the
‘official’ account of the Jardine expedition was edited by Frederick Byerley… from the journals
kept by the brothers. As well, an ‘unofficial’ account was published by A. J. Richardson, the
surveyor accompanying the expedition. Richardson’s professional accuracy and competence
were questioned by the Jardines and this dispute gave rise to some animosity in his account of
the expedition, which is in part a self-justification. Richardson’s bias does not devalue his account any more than the evident bias against Richardson mars the account edited by Byerley”.
John Jardine, author of the second article here, was the father of the two young explorers, who
took up his appointment as magistrate for the new settlement in 1863. The 1864-5 expedition
by his sons is recognised as one of the most adventurous and successful in the history of
inland exploration. The two brothers brought a large herd of cattle and all their men through
to the very tip of Cape York, across land that had been traversed with such tragic results
by Edmund Kennedy only fifteen years before. This was surely one of the most remarkable
personal achievements in Australia’s history, and the success of the expedition was critical to
the subsequent settlement in the remote north-east of Australia.
$1425 [5000528 at hordern.com] 				
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SPRUIKING NSW AT THE PARIS WORLD’S FAIR
321. ROBINSON, Charles.
Progrès et ressources de la Nouvelle Galles du Sud [with two separately published maps]…
Octavo, 24 pp. pamphlet followed by the two large folding maps, printed in colour with text on reverse and accompanied by
original printed wrappers, also with text; the three items together in moiré cloth, leather label. Sydney, Thomas Richards, Imprimeur du gouvernement, 1878.

Robinson was Secretary to the Paris Exhibition of 1878, the third Paris World’s Fair, at which
New South Wales set out to make a splash.
Ferguson, 14992 & 13171c.

Provenance: Comité Français des expositions à l’étranger (stamps on the three items).
$370 [5000529 at hordern.com] 				
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THE FOURTH AUSTRALIAN NOVEL
322. ROWCROFT, Charles.
Le Colon de Van Diémen ou Aventures d’un emigrant, Contes des Colonies…
Three volumes, small octavo, original black cloth, spines ornately gilt. Paris, Jules Renouard, 1847.

First French edition of the fourth Australian novel, published as Tales of the Colonies, or The
Adventures of an Emigrant in 1843.
Following an Eton education, Rowcroft emigrated to Hobart in 1821 and took up a 2000-acre
land grant and remained in the colony for four years. In this, his first novel, Rowcroft develops
“partly a description of life in the colony, partly a guide for intending settlers and partly a
sensational tale of the hazards of Van Diemen’s Land in its pioneer time” (OCAL).
This edition not in Ferguson; Miller, p. 596.
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ONE OF 375 COPIES
323. RUTTER, Owen.
The First Fleet. The Record…
Folio, five large wood-engravings by Peter Barker-Mill, 4 pp. facsimiles; a fine copy in the original blue cloth with yellow inlay.
London, Golden Cockerel Press, 1937.

One of 375 numbered copies: a beautifully produced book, this prints for the first time numerous original documents to do with the foundation and settlement of New South Wales.
‘Published to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Foundation of Australia, as a salute
from England to the Commonwealth. By means of a running commentary the editor wove a
judicious selection of the original documents into a connected narrative of that momentous
enterprise…When paying recognition to its historical merit, the Times Literary Supplement
also referred to the distinction of format, paper, printing and binding, adding that it was
certainly a volume which all interested in Australia would care to possess, and at the same
time paying a high tribute to Peter Barker-Mill’s imaginative engravings…’ (Pertelote).
Crittenden, ‘A Bibliography of the First Fleet’, 388; Pertelote, 123.

Provenance: Tristan Buesst (Melbourne collector, with bookplate).
$825 [5000537 at hordern.com] 				
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BY THE BISHOP OF NEW NORCIA: WITH AN EXTRA ARTICLE ON GOLD DISCOVERIES
324. SALVADO, Rudesindo, Bishop.
Mémoires Historiques sur l’Australie…
Octavo, with a folding map of Australia; contemporary quarter morocco, later marbled sides. Paris, Alphonse Pringuet, 1854.

The memoirs of the famous Benedictine monk, missionary, author, and musician, and his
mission to the Aboriginal people at New Norcia in Western Australia; Salvado became bishop
of Port Victoria in the Northern Territory, returned to Italy after the closing of the settlement,
and wrote this while in Naples awaiting new orders from Rome in 1851.
There were two Italian editions and a Spanish version as well as this French edition, which is
the only version of the book to contain the substantial article on gold at the end, actually the
work of the translator, Abbé Falcimagne.
Ferguson, 15423.

$550 [5000361 at hordern.com] 				

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at

Books from a private collection: 10. Australia

THE FIRST FRENCH ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST FLEET AND THE NEW COLONY
325. TENCH, Watkin.
Rélation d’une Expédition à la Baye Botanique…
Octavo; an attractive copy in original plain glazed boards, old maroon leather label on spine. Paris, chez Knapen fils, 1789.

One of two French editions of Tench’s Narrative published in 1789. This, the shorter of the
two versions, is conjectured to have been the first of the two (not least on account of the misspelling of both Tench’s names on the title-page, as well as the shortness of the work, and its
closer relationship to the English text), and can thus take its place as the first French notice of
the First Fleet and the establishment of the new colony. It was translated by Charles Pougens,
who was also responsible for a translation of John White’s Journal.
It is important too as one of the very earliest descriptions in French of the appearance of La
Pérouse at Botany Bay in 1788.
Crittenden, ‘A Bibliography of the First Fleet’, 228; Ferguson, 54; McLaren, ‘Lapérouse in the Pacific’, 814.
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THE LONGER FRENCH EDITION: THIS COPY COMPLETE WITH THE VERY RARE MAP
326. TENCH, Watkin.
Voyage à la Baie Botanique…
Octavo, with a folding map; contemporary tree calf, respined. Paris, Letellier, 1789.

Probably the second of the two French editions of Tench’s Narrative published in 1789. The
longer of the two texts, it includes one of the very earliest descriptions in French of the
appearance of La Pérouse at Botany Bay in 1788, a section highlighted in the title. The more
extended version of the two, it includes a long, 85-page section about the history of discovery
entitled “Récit historique de la découverte de la Nouvelle Hollande et du nouveau Pays de
Galles Méridional”. The economic historian K.M. Dallas sees this section as significant
evidence in the continuing debate about the reasons for the decision to settle New South Wales.
This copy is one of very few that we have seen that includes a folding map (“Carte de la
Baye Botanique et des Havres adjacens sur la Côte du Nouveau Pays de Galles Méridional”)
conforming therefore with Ferguson’s description of the National Library’s copy, which is
generally taken to have been an exception but which may perhaps, on the evidence of this
copy, prove to have been an issue of the book; no map is mentioned in the “Table”.
Crittenden, ‘A Bibliography of the First Fleet’, 227; Ferguson, 53; McLaren, ‘Lapérouse in the Pacific’, 813.

Provenance: Nancye Kent Perry (Melbourne entomologist, artist and collector; with bookplate).
$3500 [5000534 at hordern.com] 				
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THE LONGER FRENCH EDITION: WITHOUT A MAP, AS MORE OFTEN SEEN
327. TENCH, Watkin.
Voyage à la Baie Botanique…
Octavo, slight staining but a good copy in old boards. Paris, Letellier, 1789.

Probably the second of the two French editions of Tench’s Narrative published in 1789. The
longer of the two texts, it includes one of the very earliest descriptions in French of the appearance of La Pérouse at Botany Bay in 1788, a section highlighted in the title. The more extended
version of the two, it includes a long, 85-page section about the history of discovery entitled
“Récit historique de la découverte de la Nouvelle Hollande et du nouveau Pays de Galles
Méridional”. The economic historian K.M. Dallas sees this section as significant evidence in
the continuing debate about the reasons for the decision to settle New South Wales.
Unlike the previous item but corresponding to most copies we have examined, this copy does
not have a folding map: Ferguson mentions there being one in the National Library’s copy but
no map is mentioned in the “Table”.
Crittenden, ‘A Bibliography of the First Fleet’, 227; Ferguson, 53; McLaren, ‘Lapérouse in the Pacific’, 813.
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THE EXPANDED EDITION
328. TENCH, Watkin and George PATTERSON.
Voyages dans le pays des Hottentots… a la Baye Botanique.
Octavo, two works together; in good condition, edges rough-trimmed only, in a quarter roan binding. Paris, Letellier, 1790.

A scarce revised issue of the first French edition of Tench’s account of the First Fleet and the
earliest days of settlement; it first appeared in Paris in 1789 and was then reissued by the
publisher accompanied by Patterson’s narrative of his voyage to South Africa, with a new
general title-page. The “details precieux” relating to La Perouse mentioned on the title-page
are in fact the notes by Tench on the First Fleet’s meeting with La Pérouse in Botany Bay - the
last time that the French expedition was seen.
By 1790, this information was beginning to have considerable significance as it was becoming
realised that La Pérouse, who was long overdue, had probably met with trouble.
Ferguson, 96.
Crittenden, ‘A Bibliography of the First Fleet’, 232; Ferguson, 96; McLaren, ‘Lapérouse in the Pacific’, 817.
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WATKIN TENCH’S THIRD BOOK: ORIGINAL BOARDS
329. TENCH, Major Watkin.
Letters Written in France, to a Friend in London…
Octavo, an uncut copy in the original blue paste boards; rebacked to match with a simple paper spine, paper label renewed. London, J.
Johnson, 1796.

First edition: a rare title and the sometimes forgotten third book by the First-Fleeter better known for
his Narrative of the Expedition to Botany Bay of 1789. Watkin Tench, usually described as the most literary and the most readable of the First Fleet chroniclers, was also the only First Fleet writer to publish
anything other than Australian experiences.
Tench spent altogether four years in the colony as captain-lieutenant in the marines. Previously he had
served off the American coast during the War of Independence. In 1794, soon after his return from
New South Wales to England, he was at sea again - this time fighting in the war against France. His
ship, the Alexander, was captured, and he then spent six months as a prisoner-of-war. It was during
this period that he wrote this series of letters to a friend in London. The letters display in abundance
Tench’s keen and observant nature, and are a valuable document of life in France during the war
with Revolutionary France, not least for his comments on Sir Richard Rodney Bligh, his commanding
officer and later an Admiral.
The Letters written in France display all of Tench’s characteristic wit and candour. The work also
includes one of the most tantalising comments in a passage in which Tench describes the lengths he
went to in order to ensure that some remarks he had written on the French Navy remained secret:
‘From a fear of being searched,’ he writes, ‘I have used some extraordinary precautions to secure them;
and if they be found they will not be easily understood, for I have so transposed the natural order of
the sentences, and so intermixed words from all the languages which I could recollect (not excepting
that of New Holland) that it would puzzle the interpreter of the convention to decipher them.’ What a
prize for linguists that text would be, but it has not surfaced and is almost certainly lost.
Ferguson, 248.

Provenance: T. Hungerford (early armorial bookplate); John Rose (ink inscription dated 1884); W.R.
Griffiths (pictorial bookplate).
$3250 [5000503 at hordern.com] 					
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FIRST FRENCH EDITION
330. TURNBULL, John.
Voyage fait autour du Monde…
Octavo, a fine plump copy, uncut and unpressed, in original orange wrappers with printed paper label. Paris, Chez Xhrouet…,
Déterville…, Lenormant…, Petit…, 1807.

Turnbull’s early trading account of New South Wales, Tahiti and the Tuamotu Islands, first
published in English in 1805. John Turnbull first travelled to New South Wales as a supercargo
aboard the Margaret with his trading partner Captain John Buyers. Arriving in January 1801,
Turnbull stayed in the colony for some time before departing on a whaler to Norfolk Island.
Further trading ventures through Tahiti, Hawaii and the Pacific (including a disastrous
wrecking at the Tuamotus) proved no lasting success, and by December 1803 both Turnbull
and Buyers had returned to Port Jackson. Turnbull’s book was the first serious account of
commerce and trade originating from New South Wales, and was influential in promoting
Australia as a venue for commercial success. It was widely disseminated throughout Europe;
with French, German and Swedish editions published in rapid succession.
“Following the Turnbull account is a second text with the title Extrait d’un voyage à la
Nouvelle-Galle Méridionale fait en 1800, 1801, et 1802, par James Grant. This is an important
narrative with respect to Australia…” (Forbes).
Ferguson, 453; Forbes, ‘Hawaiian National Bibliography’, 388; Kroepelien, 1307; O’Reilly-Reitman, 713.

$1850 [5000393 at hordern.com] 				

HORDERN HOUSE hordern.com

see description and illustrations at

Books from a private collection: 10. Australia

ANONYMOUS SUMMARY OF PACIFIC VOYAGES
331. “UN HOMME DE LETTRES”.
L’Océanie, d’après les voyageurs les plus célèbres…
Small octavo, with a frontispiece; a good copy in publisher’s finely textured glazed cloth binding, decorated in blind and gilt. Lille,
L. Lefort, 1861.

Ferguson records the first edition, noting that “the second chapter deals with Australia…
Much of the information is from the account of Dumont d’Urville’s voyage”. The frontispiece
shows the French officers taking possession of the Marquesas islands in May 1842.
Ferguson, 5135 (of the 1849 edition).
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WITH FIFTY WOOD-ENGRAVINGS
332. VERSCHUUR, G.
Aux Antipodes. Voyage en Australie, à la Nouvelle-Zélande…
Octavo, numerous wood-engraved illustrations; in a good French binding of dark green morocco-backed marbled boards, the
spine lettered and decorated in art nouveau style, with a gilt floral ornament with red leather inlays; top edges gilt, others
uncut. Paris, Librairie Hchette et Cie., 1891.

First edition, also translated into English for editions in 1891 and 1900. A heavily illustrated
account of travels in Australia and New Zealand, and in the Pacific.
Bagnall, V124; Ferguson, 17708.
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A PLANT COLLECTOR IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
333. VICKERS, Anna.
Voyage en Australie et en Nouvelle-Zélande.
Large octavo, folding map (coloured) and illustrations; a very good copy in recent quarter morocco.
Paris, Libraire Ch. Delagrave, 1883.

Vickers sailed on board the Orient from England to Australia, visiting Sydney, Melbourne,
Adelaide and Tasmania and on to New Zealand. Of particular interest are the large number of
botanical plates and photographic illustrations.
"Anna Vickers was born on 28 June 1852 in Bordeaux, France, though it is likely that her father
was British. In 1879–80, she visited Australia and New Zealand with her family, travelling
widely and becoming interested in the Maori language. In 1883 she published a monograph
about these travels, Voyage en Australie et en Nouvelle-Zélande. Topics she touched on range
from word derivations in the Maori language to the ferns and algae of south Australia. She
illustrated the book with sketches from her own photographs" (Wikipedia).
Bagnall, 5736; Ferguson, 17716a.
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FIRST FRENCH EDITION WITH ADDITIONAL MATERIAL BY THE TRANSLATOR, POUGENS
334. WHITE, John.
Voyage à la Nouvelle Galles du Sud, à Botany-Bay, au Port Jackson…
Octavo, a good copy, with the half-title, in modern half calf over earlier boards. Paris, chez Pougin, An 3 de la République, (1795,
vieux style).

The first French edition of the surgeon White’s journal, describing the First Fleet and the
earliest days of the settlement; the original English edition had been published in London in
1790. It contains considerable additional material by the translator, Pougens, including an
introduction in which he discusses the economic hazards facing the English in their colonial
undertakings but applauds the humane principles of the transportation system. The revolutionary government he says, should recognise that “Nul n’a droit d’ordonner la mort de son
semblable… Il n’est point d’homicide legal…” and agree that “tuons les crimes, mais non les
coupables…”. Pougens also translated Tench’s book for its first French edition published by
Knapen in 1789.
As has long been known, one of Ferguson’s few serious errors was to confuse the collation
of this edition with that of the second Paris edition of 1798 (Ferguson 283). This first edition
was published without any plates, although Ferguson calls for two engravings, which in fact
belong to the later version.
Borba de Moraes, pp. 940-941 (not calling for plates); Crittenden, ‘A Bibliography of the First Fleet’, 252; Ferguson, 231; Hill, 1859 (not calling for
plates).

Provenance: David Bremer (Melbourne collector, with pictorial bookplate).
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Falls of the Yarra Yarra, Melbourne
frontispiece from Australia; or Notes Taken During a Residence in the Colonies from the Gold Discovery in 1851 till 1857… by P. Just, after
one of the author's own sketches. Item 311
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